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Editor’s Note:

Welcome back to those returning 
GMs, and a “Hello” to those who 
are new to us this season.

Looking back it was a year we 
said goodbye to some long term 
Brewster GMs, and we added 
some energetic newcomers.  The 
Governing board got a refresh, 
infused with some new GMs, and 
is now back up to full staff again.  
The GBC is now in year 3 and 
having some growing pains, but 
continues to live on.

Its hard to believe that the start of 
the 2053 season marks the 
Brewsters’ 80th opening day and 
with all that happened in 2052, 
this season couldn’t look more 
promising!

So sit back and grab your favorite 
beverage, and enjoy all the hard 
work put into your Media Guide 
by your fellow GMs of the 
Brewster-verse!



It's 2053. That means the Brewster now has eighty seasons in the 
rearview mirror. The most recent campaign was a memorable 
one, indeed, especially for Fred Holmes and the fans of the 
Mexico City Aztecs. Fred first joined the league with the 2016 
season, taking over the then-Omaha Barnstormers. Fred's 
journey through his thirty-seven seasons in the Brewster are a 
tribute to just how challenging being a GM here can truly be.

It took him eleven seasons to finally get the Barnstormers to the 
promised land, then named the Landis Memorial Series in the 
2027 season. They got to meet the Las Vegas Hustlers who 
would defeat them in five games to take the championship.

When a GM loses a championship series, it's a difficult time. You 
think a lot of things. You think that you could have made that 
one extra move to put you over the top. You wonder if one 
changed decision would have changed the outcome. Then you 
start thinking about the next year, and how you'll be back again 
next year.

Then next year turns into the year after, then a five years. The 
next thing you know, the whole franchise has changed. Literally 
changed. Fred moved the Barnstormers to Mexico City in 2033 
and the Aztecs were born. The Aztecs were built upon the 
principles of pitching and defense. These principles brought 
sustained success, but no more championship berths. At least 
until the 2053 season.

PREAMBLE 2053
Matt RecenwaldA look back and ahead

Mexico City looked like a team of destiny all season. 
They were the best team in the Johnson League. They 
met the best team in the Frick League, the Nashville 
Bluebirds, in the Monty Brewster Memorial Series. It 
was set up to be a full on brawl of a series. Heavyweight 
versus heavyweight. The Aztecs had other plans, 
sweeping their way to the title that was thirty-seven 
years in the making for Fred Holmes.

What's next? Well, for Fred and the Mexico City Aztecs, 
they remain strong contenders. So does Nashville. 
There has been movement, as always. The El Paso 
franchise is now in Colorado Springs, re-branded as the 
Rocky Mountain Oysters. Brett Golden, formerly of the 
Charlotte Cougars, is now the Oysters GM. John 
Momberg, formerly the El Paso GM, is now the boss of 
the Atlantic City Gamblers (who finally removed the 
despicable Trump name from their home ballpark). Up 
and coming GM's are getting their first shot in the 
Brewster: Taylor Skidmore in Charlotte, Dan Rigatoni in 
Jacksonvile, and Rob McMonigal in Yellow Springs.

A new boss in the Nine is especially strange, given that 
Ron Collins was the gold standard for what a GM in the 
Brewster should be. Though Collins was more or less a 
"GM on leave" the last two years, it still seems like a 
piece of the Brewster is missing without him. There are 
silver linings, though. Ron's literary career is soaring, 
and early signs of Rob's tenure are highly promising as 
he has taken on the challenge to fill Ron's unfillable 
shoes with gusto. 



Unfillable in the sense that the Governing Board decided not to fill his spot there with one, but with two League 
Directors in Momberg and Chad Nason (Nashville).

Some things in the Brewster remain the same over time. Things like New Orleans always coming up with young studs 
from their farm system. Things like Shoeless wishing us a Happy Sim Day in his own special way (and may I remind you, 
Doug, you are NOT allowed to leave us!). Things like Felix Roman dominating the game. And, much like Benjamin 
Franklin said "nothing is certain except death and taxes", nothing is certain in the Brewster except rain in Mexico City 
and Phoenix telling us the drafts are shitty.

The more things change, the more they stay the same. So let's "Play Ball"!

PREAMBLE 2053
A look back and ahead



BBA Combined Power Rankings

These power rankings are a combination of playoff appearances, 
championships, 3 years Pythagorean wins, 3 year actual win total and 3 
year season RPI.  The formula is playoff appearances *4+ 
championships *8+ average 3 years pythag + average 3 years actual 
wins + average 3 years season rating/ 5.

Power Rankings

Aztecs reign 
begins…

By: James 
Walker

The Mexico City Aztecs post a 
107-win season and cap it off with 
a Monty to propel themselves into 
the top spot in the Brewster 
Baseball Association. 

The Aztecs probably wouldn’t be in this position without CF Felix 
Roman. Roman demolished pitchers slashing .312/.364/.615 with 54 HR 
and 141 RBI. He had a 172 OPS+ and 9.8 WAR. He was the MVP in the 
Doubleday Series and the Cartwright Cup. He also took home another 
Sawyer Silk, his first since the 2046 Season.

On the mound, Dave Corfield had a bounce back season winning 20 
games and posted a 2.87 ERA. He struck out 189 batters and walked just 
31 on the season. His ERA+ jumped from 107 in 2051 to 153 in 2052 with 
a 5.8 WAR. Corfield earned his 3rd Nebraska of his career.

Last season’s #1 Sacramento Mad Popes fall to 5th after putting up an 87-
75 record in 2052. Nashville remains 2nd followed by New Orleans at 3rd

and Las Vegas in 4th. 

Portland maintains their spot in 6th before we see some teams make 
some bug jumps in the rankings. The Vancouver Mounties powers their 
way up from 17th to 7th after winning the Pacific Division of the Frick 
League with a 91-71 record. Atlantic City makes a smaller jump from 11th

to 8th with a wildcard showing in the Atlantic Division of the Johnson 
League at 94-68. The Yellow Springs Nine and the Louisville Sluggers 
fall to 9th and 10th as both teams are in transition periods.

The team with the most improvement in the standings is the Twin Cities 
River Monsters as they go 96-66, win a wildcard and move from 31st to 
17th.  The biggest loser of the season was the Hawaii Tropics as the fall 
from 18th to 28th with a 61-101 record.



Ouch!!!
A History of Injuries in the 2052 Brewster
By: Jon Momburg

It seems that baseball players in the Brewster, though 
no doubt largely graceful and coordinated beyond you 
or me, still find ways to injure themselves in some 
highly improbable ways.  After doing some research, 
I’ve drawn up a list of the top ten most unusual ways 
Brewster players managed to incapacitate themselves 
in 2052 (from November 2051 to November 2052 
actually).  Let’s take a look:

2052 Roofing 
accident free…

Honorable Mention: The Gout Epidemic- I had always associated gout with 
obese 18th-century French kings, but at least four BBA players missed time 
with it last year.  What’s going on here?  Too much pate de foix gras in the 
postgame spread?  Clubhouse staff needs to limit the menu to wholesome 
American food.

10. On October 5, Chicago farmhand Nathan Lummis strains an abdominal 
muscle playing football.  I don’t care if it is fall and your season is over- stick 
to baseball, you big Lummis you…

9. Joint entry for cycling daredevils Mike Brodt (Valencia) and Felipe Vega 
(Twin Cities).  They both hurt themselves on two-wheelers on the same day 
(March 9).  Brodt’s injury was fairly trivial, involving as it did only a mountain 
bike, but Vega, apparently thinking he was Steve McQueen in The Great 
Escape, messed himself up pretty good on a motorcycle.

And the #1 injury of 2052?  You might think it would be hard to top 
some of the injuries on this list, but Eric Grant of Yellow Springs 
carries away the trophy in my book.  He missed five days after 
walking full on into a tree while distracted by the cell phone 
conversation he was having.  I mean, we’ve all done some dumb 
things while distracted, but how hard do you have to walk into a tree 
to put yourself down for five days?  

7. Charlotte 1B Bob Irwin hurt himself running.  Not that 
unusual in and of itself, but what’s weird is that what he hurt 
was his thumb.  I was a runner for a long time, and I’ve hurt a 
lot of body parts, but never a thumb.  Maybe he got tired of 
running, tried to hitch a ride back home, and stuck out his 
thumb too far.

6. Bruhier Najeeb of San Fernando pinched a nerve in 
his neck by sleeping in a funny position on the night of 
September 10.

5. Not to be outdone, on the same night that Najeeb hurt himself, 
Kapena Kali of Buenos Aires went for a little sleepwalking adventure 
and separated his shoulder falling down a flight of stairs.

4. Las Vegas’s Abu Wamukota’s nickname is “Iron Man”, but he was no match 
for a little kid on a scooter.  One ran into him and sprained his ankle, and it took 
him a month to recover.  Some “Iron Man”…

3. Now it gets weird.  Not one but two BBA players injured 
themselves throwing their alarm clocks across the room.  Guy 
Mobley of San Fernando and Chin Song of New Orleans are 
apparently not “morning people”.  Guys, you need to take a few 
warmup tosses before you go full velocity on the alarm clock.

2. One player, two fabulous injuries.  Catcher Carlton Bennett of 
Phoenix injured himself falling downstairs on November 11.  Not 
satisfied with that, the very next week he injured his upper body 
while trying to rip a phone book in half.  He should have picked a 
smaller town.  For those readers who might be younger, a “phone 
book” was a big thick… oh, just ask your parents.

8. Mansur bin Fath of London missed a week after hurting himself 
helping a friend move.  The lesson here is: no matter if they offer you 
the proverbial pot of chili and six-pack, don’t ever help a friend 
move if you can get out of it.

Personal note: I just wanted to mention that many seasons ago, I had 
a player listed as missing four days with “multiple sclerosis”.  Four 
days??? Now that’s a gamer…  The man missed less time with MS 
than Eric Grant missed walking into a tree…



Amateur Draft Rewind

LEM PIKER SR. -
The expert we 
deserve, not the 
one we need.…

Revisiting the 2043 Amateur Draft (Round 1 only)
By Lem Piker Sr., Winter 2053

Foreword: A lot of these players were traded or landed with multiple 
teams.  For grading purposes, we’re mostly considering the career output 
of the individual player - not the net reward for the team that drafted the 
player.

In 2043, the BBA was thirsty for good pitching and catching.  The first 15 
picks consisted of these assets, with the first non-catcher position player 
coming off the board down at pick 16. Seems like the BBA’s scouts were 
right - it was an awfully weak draft for position players, and a weaker draft 
than the year before in general, with a lot of teams rolling picks to the 
following year.  The clear-cut star from this draft is actually a player who 
was stolen in the 3rd round, Nashville ace Barney Lindsay (7 All-Star 
selections, 2 Nebraska awards).  But let’s get started and take a look at the 
isolated successes from the first round of this draft …

Team Pick Player
Round 1
Pick 1

SP Warren Moore: For the second straight year, 
the Cougars picked first and drafted a promising 
lefty starter, then subsequently traded him to 
Sacramento.  Though not an All-Star, the “Prickly 
Pear” was a solid contributor to the Mad Popes 
rotation, particularly in 2048 and 2049 where he 
recorded a combined 28-13 record and a healthy 
ERA.  He has fallen off a little bit in recent years 
and had been involved in a number of trades 
since.  He’s currently a 31-year old free agent.  He 
can probably play in the BBA another five years, 
so this was a solid pick.
GRADE: B

Round 1
Pick 2

SP Cristian Burgos: “Soy” was drafted by Portland 
out of high school, but traded immediately after 
the draft to New Orleans.  He was a quick learner 
in the Crawdads farm system and joined their 
BBA rotation in 2048.  In 2051 he tore his rotator 
cuff very early in the season after only 1.1 
innings, but earned a championship ring along 
with the rest of his healthy teammates.  In 2052 
he had easily his worst season, sporting a 6.13 
ERA.  He remains part of the Crawdads, but he 
may have work to do to remain in the rotation.
GRADE: B-

Round 1
Pick 3

SP Josh Hayworth: El Paso (as far as I can tell 
from historical records) was the team that 
drafted the disappointing Hayworth with the 
third overall pick.  The youngster pitched fine 
in the minor league system, but only earned 
12 starts and 25 relief appearances in the BBA 
before returning to AAA and subsequently 
retiring.  It’s surprising he didn’t stay around 
longer at the minor league level as he wasn’t 
all that terrible there, but Josh must have had 
other career aspirations.
GRADE: D-



Team Pick Player
Round 1
Pick 4

SP Scott Davis: This righty was drafted by Jacksonville, and didn’t take long to realize his potential.  He became a regular starter 
for the Hurricanes in 2046, and in 2047 put together his best season, going 21-5 with a 1.18 WHIP.  He became a free agent in 
2051 and joined Mexico City.  With the Aztecs he transitioned to the bullpen, and provided solid relief in the 2052 regular 
season on the way to their championship run.  But he was traded to Des Moines right before the deadline and never got to truly 
partake in the Aztecs’ championship celebration.  But the Gainesville, Texas product remains optimistic and will try to help Des
Moines for years to come. GRADE: B

Round 1
Pick 5

(unknown selection, player not signed)

Round 1
Pick 6

SP Frank Walbourne: The run on starting pitchers continues with Frank “Doogie” Walbourne.  He had some solid starts as a 
prospect in the minors for Long Beach, and was then traded to Portland.  He took his lumps with the Lumberjacks and then was 
traded to Vancouver in 2048.  After he continued to struggle, he was traded to Twin Cities, and then shortly back to Vancouver. 
It was with this second stint with Vancouver that Doogie finally found his groove and became a good BBA starter, making the All-
Star team in 2051 and earning a new 3-year extension with Vancouver.  He will miss the first half of 2053 with a torn UCL, and the 
28-year old hopefully still has some good seasons remaining if he can recover from the major injury.  
GRADE: B-

Round 1
Pick 7

(unknown selection, player not signed)

Round 1
Pick 8

(unknown selection, player not signed)

Round 1
Pick 9

C Ichizo Sugiyama: Phoenix acquired a successful BBA catcher with the 9th overall pick, but it was an interesting journey.  He 
spent some time in minors, but the Talons grew tired of grooming him and traded to Omaha.  After Sugiyama experienced a few 
successful years with the Cyclones, the Talons realized their error and made a trade to bring the power-hitting catcher back to 
their team. There are better defensive catchers, but none can match Sugiyama’s sheer power in the BBA.  He’s always a lock for 
20+ homers a year, even with limited at bats as a catcher.  GRADE: A

Round 1
Pick 10

RP John O’Corgley: Madison had high hopes for this lefty, and he did make it to the bigs, but with mixed results. His best 
season was in 2047, when he won 7 games and recorded a 2.22 ERA and 1.20 WHIP over 69 innings. The rest of his seasons were 
not very good though, and he frequently was optioned to AAA. He became a free agent after 2051, but soon decided to retire.
GRADE: C-



Team Pick Player
Round 1
Pick 11

(unknown selection, player not signed)

Round 1
Pick 12

SP Curt Fields: Atlantic City plucked yet another starter off the 2043 board with their 12th overall pick.  Before long he became a 
fixture in the Gamblers’ rotation, but not a good one.  His best ERA in four seasons with Atlantic City was in 4.14, in his first year.  
But Fields failed to live up to his rookie campaign and tried managements’ patience in 2051 with a 5.27 ERA and 1.58 WHIP in 17 
starts.  This got him shipped to Charlotte, where he fared a little better out of the Cougars bullpen.  Early in 2052, he was traded 
to the Twin Cities and had a nice bounceback season as a starter for the upstart River Monsters.  Fields was just offered 
arbitration by Twin Cities and hopes to repeat his 2052 success going forward..
GRADE: C+

Round 1
Pick 13

C Davenport Hinkle: Like the catcher Sugiyama taken ahead of him, “Rotten Tooth” Hinkle can hit for major power. But he is 
far better behind the plate than Sugiyama. As he was developing in the lower minors for the Twin Cities organization, he caught
the attention of Vancouver who acquired him via trade. Hinkle ascended to the majors in 2049, struggled for a bit, but then got
down to business and earned All-Star selections in 2050 and 2051. Hinkle is only 28 and his power and work behind the plate 
should keep him employed in the BBA until his late 30’s. Excellent value here at number 13.
GRADE: A-

Round 1
Pick 14

SP Boaty McBoatface: This curiously-named southpaw was drafted by Charm City and made the major league bullpen in 2045.  
He did okay there for a number of seasons, but attempts to join the rotation proved disastrous.  He was optioned to the minors 
multiple times by the Jimmies, and they eventually lost interest and let Boaty walk.  He joined the Gamblers in 2050 as a minor 
league free agent, and has been pitching at AAA ever since.  Being an insurance policy at AAA isn’t the worst thing, but fairly 
disappointing for a first round pick.
GRADE: C

Round 1
Pick 15

RP Denny Hamilton: Hawaii drafted Hamilton and, due to limited control, he needed to carve out a role in the bullpen.  He 
succeeded and made the majors in 2046, albeit with a lousy 5.86 ERA and 1.61 WHIP.  But the Tropics stuck with him, and he 
produced much better  numbers from 2047-2051.  He recorded a sublime 1.43 ERA and 1.05 WHIP in 2049.  That excellent 2049 
season alone verifies this was a solid pick.  But alas, he decided to retire recently at the age of 31 due to a severely torn labrum.
GRADE: B+



Team Pick Player
Round 1
Pick 16

2B Coy Skinner: Finally a non-catcher position player!  Montreal liked what they saw in Skinner, an excellent contact 
hitter albeit with shaky defense and sparse power.  He made the majors in 2046 and stayed with the Blazers at the big 
league level through 2051.  His usage rate varied from season to season, but the ability to make contact stayed present 
and he holds a cumulative .315 career batting average at the BBA level.  Montreal ultimately chose other options over 
him though in 2052, and Skinner currently plays in AAA for Calgary.
GRADE: C+

Round 1
Pick 17

2B Stephan Shabrov: The Valencia Stars made it back-to-back second basemen, selecting Shabrov with their pick.  
Shabrov has proven to be a good bench option as a so-so hitter who can field pretty much any position reasonably well. 
He became a fringe major-leaguer and a journeyman, and thus far he’s recorded at-bats with Las Vegas, Boise and 
Charm City all with limited playing time. It’s good that Shabrov made the majors, but being a part-time role player has to 
be fairly disappointing given his draft slot.
GRADE: C

Round 1
Pick 18

LF Lee Stone: Technically, Chicago took the first outfielder off the board in Stone.  But he has greatly limited range in the
infield and outfield, and is for the most part a DH-only option.  He toiled in Chicago’s farm system, then Phoenix’s and 
Jacksonville’s after being traded to those teams.  He then caught the attention of Valencia, who acquired him in 2047 Rule 
V draft.  He did a fair job at the BBA level for Valencia for four seasons, but to be realistic he was essentially a 
replacement-level DH at best. Valencia opted to part ways with Stone and he’s now a part of Portland’s farm system.
GRADE: C-

Round 1
Pick 19

2B Pete Brace: Finally, a solid position player from this draft. Vancouver drafted Brace and got him to the majors in 2047, 
but opted to trade him to El Paso in the middle of the 2048 campaign.  Brace has given El Paso a steady glove at second 
base, and his power has been a big asset to the team. He has been a late bloomer, with the 2052 season being his best 
with 32 homers and 101 RBI.  He has also earned Golden Bat honors in 2050 and 2052.  He’s not going to hit for a great 
average, but you can do a lot worse than this pick.
GRADE: B+

Round 1
Pick 20

RP Jaime Gonzales: “Hulk” Gonzales quickly reverted to Bruce Banner and never did much in the minors, let alone the 
BBA level.  He was selected by Brooklyn, and few other scouts are not sure what they saw in the right-hander.  He could 
throw the ball hard, but couldn’t get any movement on his pitches as he toiled in the minors.  Too inconsistent and home-
run prone to trust, Gonzales opted to end his minor league career in 2050 on his own terms.
GRADE: D-

Round 1
Pick 21

2B Gehrig “G-Man” Jelinowicz: This lefty second baseman was drafted by Omaha, and eventually became a modest 
contributor for Montreal after being traded there.   He’s excellent at turning the double-play and can hang in there at the 
plate as a light hitting 2B, but that’s about it.  Better options became available for Montreal in 2052 and he was cut early 
on in that season.  He’s still a free agent and has yet to catch on with a team since.
GRADE: C-



Team Pick Player
Round 1
Pick 22

SP Bhu Zapanta: This pick by Nashville turned out to be a big disappointment.  He got lit up for four seasons at the Short A 
level and couldn’t advance any higher.  He decided to retire in 2047.  So thank God for Mr. Lindsay selected by Nashville 
later in the third round!!!
GRADE: F

Round 1
Pick 23

(unknown selection, player not signed)

Round 1
Pick 24

(unknown selection, player not signed)

Round 1
Pick 25

RP Tyrone Lane: The “Wizard” is still trying to reach the majors, but his prospects aren’t looking good.  He is currently a 
free agent in need of a minor league home.  Lane was selected by Calgary and did alright as a minor league reliever, but 
was cut loose.  Lane signed a minor league contract with Edmonton in 2052 and the righty did okay at AA.  Tyrone seems 
to have reached his ceiling, and his chances of reaching the majors are very slim.
GRADE: D

Round 1
Pick 26

(unknown selection, player not signed)

Round 1
Pick 27

SP Mike Jayne: Jayne was drafted by Las Vegas and ascended to the majors quickly.  From 2044 to 2052 served as a 
bullpen arm and spot starter for the Hustlers, collecting three championship rings in the process.  His lone All-Star 
appearance came in 2045, but his best season statistically occurred in 2050, in which recorded 5 wins, 0 losses, 26 holds 
and 6 saves with a 0.71 WHIP in 67.2 innings of work.  In 2052 he was claimed off waivers by Charlotte and continued 
with perfunctory relief work.  Jayne is past his prime now, but Las Vegas got a lot of mileage out of him making this a 
solid pick.
GRADE: B+

Round 1
Pick 28

SP James Ward: Ward was drafted by Sacramento, but didn’t reach the majors until 2048 as a member of Calgary.  It was 
quite a debut, as he anchored the bullpen with a 1.91 ERA and 1.01 WHIP in 89.1 innings of work.  But in 2049 and 
beyond, Ward struggled to regain that form. After some time in the minors, he decided to retire in 2051.  A one-year 
wonder is certainly better than a bust.
GRADE: B-

Round 1
Pick 29

(unknown selection, player not signed)



Team Pick Player
Round 1
Pick 30

(unknown selection, player not signed)

Round 1
Pick 31

SP Katsumi Kokawa: This right-handed starter prospect was drafted by Edmonton but turned out to be a disappointment 
in his minor league development.  He was cut loose before long. He spent some time in the minors with Louisville and 
Omaha, before eventually retiring in 2051.  Louisville did call him up and gave him 6 major league starts, but Kokawa
failed to impress and was sent back down twice.  At least he wasn’t the worst bust on this list.
GRADE: D+

Round 1
Pick 32

3B Steve Herbert: Louisville opted to take Herbert with their 32nd pick, likely because of his infield defense.  He was 
traded to Des Moines in 2045.  He played part-time for the Kernels at the BBA level in 2048 and 2049, but his low work 
ethic and poor hitting got him demoted to the minors and eventually cut in 2051.  He’s currently a free agent right now, 
and his excellent defensive skills at the hot corner could help him get signed as a minor league player in the BBA or GBC 
eventually if he lowers his demand for a majors/minors contract.
GRADE: D

Round 1
Pick 33

RP Tyrone Lane: The “Wizard” is still trying to reach the majors, but his prospects aren’t looking good.  He is currently a 
free agent in need of a minor league home.  Lane was selected by Calgary and did alright as a minor league reliever, but 
was cut loose.  Lane signed a minor league contract with Edmonton in 2052 and the righty did okay at AA.  Tyrone seems 
to have reached his ceiling, and his chances of reaching the majors are very slim.
GRADE: D

Round 1
Pick 34 (SUP)

(unknown selection, player not signed)

Round 1
Pick 35 (SUP)

SP Pat Rasmussen:  Rasmussen has refined his craft in the minors as a starter but could not earn the trust of the team that 
drafted him, Calgary.  He became a free agent in 2050, and has bounced around various minor league systems since 
then.  He’s currently a free agent as of this writing, but some team in the BBA or GBC could conceivably give him a shot 
in the majors as a replacement-level starter at the end of a rotation.
GRADE: D+

Round 1
Pick 36 (SUP)

RP Ernesto Viera:   New Orleans opted for bullpen help with their supplemental pick and selected the lefty Viera.  The 
Crawdads inevitably didn’t think much of Viera as he developed in their minor league system, but Viera’s impressive 
curveball was noticed by Rockville, who added him to their major league bullpen in 2052.  Viera recorded a 4.78 ERA 
and 2.02 WHIP though, so his spot in the majors may not be safe going forward in 2053.
GRADE: D



John Galt
A story by Morris Ragland

The Story of John Galt

The 2016 draft produced a whopping twenty-four players who tallied a career Stats+ WAR of 30 or                                          
better.  John Galt was one of them.  While not the least likely 2016 draft prospect to go on to have a 
very good career (that would be Mario González, taken in the 13th round), John's journey makes 
for an interesting and perhaps instructive tale.  

John and Jack Galt were 'born' in 2014, custom amateurs created by former BBA GM Edward Murphy, who was running the 
Kernels at the time.  In-game, the twin brothers were actually born in 1995.  Here's Murphy's entry introducing to the two:

“John and Jack are twin brothers born to parents Cory and Amber Galt. They were raised all over the world because both 
parents are Air Force officers. They started playing ball in Germany and by age 8 they were playing ball in Japan. By age 14 the
family settled into life in Las Vegas as Cory and Amber served at Nellis AFB. Both boys lettered in baseball for four years and 
started on the varsity team. John and Jack played SS and 2B interchangeable and they hold their high school’s record for 
turning double plays with 107 over the four years they attended there. They went to college at the University of Las Vegas 
(UNLV). UNLV coach Hank Rearden said “he has never seen two players work so well on the field. Sometimes it looks like they 
know what the other one is going to do.”

John and Jack.  An odd choice of first names since Jack is a common diminutive for, you know, John. So maybe Jack is short for 
Jackson?  Let's go with that.  Regardless, the two were conceived as more or less interchangeable equals, mirror images of the 
same guy (at least at the plate), with John batting left-handed and Jack batting right.

Murphy managed to acquire one of his own creations in the 2016 draft, taking Jack Galt with the sixth pick in the seventh round,
but passed on the chance to complete the set, taking career -0.2 WAR catcher Jeffrey Fitzgerald in the eighth instead.  Tim 
Imasa, GM of the Greenville Moonshiners (now the Jacksonville Hurricanes) drafted brother John with the twelfth pick in the 
eighth round.  Murphy maybe lost interest in the brothers Galt as time went on (you can't blame him because they didn't really 
look like serious prospects at the time), trading Jack, then a minor-leaguer in single-a, to Hawaii for Sixto Vargas (whose own 
career would top out at AAA).

But the brothers would be reunited by Tropics GM Mike Bieschke early in the 2019 season, who played both of them in AAA 
Death Valley, John at short and Jack at second base.  In a trade with Greenville GM Avery Crebel, Bieschke brought John Galt 
into the Tropics organization in exchange for career minor league infielder Tomás Mendoza.  Bieschke credited Avery Crebel



John Galt
A story by Morris Ragland

Later that year, Hawaii brought the Galt family middle infield act to the big club.  Both brothers were in their age 23 season. 
While Jack showed real promise, notching 2.05 WAR and a 95 wRC+ in 121 appearances, John looked completely out of his 
depth, with -0.20 WAR and a 17 wRC+. 

Hawaii would trot out the Galts again in 2020, or maybe not.  Matt Rectenwald was nonplussed by the idea, writing in his 2020 
team preview of the Tropics, “If Jack Galt (6/6/4/6/6 Ratings, .263/.323/.388, 7 HR, 30 RBI) is really their starting second 
baseman everyday as it appears he is, then I weep for this offense. He's a good defender, but not the great one he'd need to be 
in order to make up for this weak bat.”  Regarding brother John, Rectenwald would write, “John Galt (6/6/6/5/6 Ratings, 
.180/.212/.240, 0 HR, 1 RBI) isn't as bad as his twin brother Jack [statistically, he was much worse], but it's awfully close.  Like 
Jack, John is slated to play everyday for Hawaii. Yuck.”  

Perhaps giving in to outside pressure, Bieschke sent both Galts down to the minors to begin the 2020 season, but something 
was happening.  As Mike wrote after the first sim of the season, “SS John Galt, a player that is moronically fascinating, has had 
another bump in his ratings and is starting to look like a major league SS.  All eyes will be on him (well at least mine), as he
hopefully continues to improve.”  By the fourth week of the season, John Galt was again on the big league team, though his 
performance seemed to prove Rectenwald right.  Noted Bieschke in week eight, “While he continues to struggle, the team will 
let him take his lumps. Look at those ratings!”  

By week ten Galt was playing up to those ratings, said Mike, “Finally something out of the GM's personal boy toy.  
.368/.478/.579 over the six games, with seven hits, including four doubles.  On the season he is at .229/.272/.401 with six HR 
and 17 RBI.  Hopefully this is the start of something good.  This kind of development was hardly expected from a guy who was 
originally acquired just to play with his twin brother Jack in AAA.  Not something to complain about though, that's for sure.”

In week sixteen, Galt would earn a JL Player of the Week Award (the Pacific was in the Johnson back then).  Bieschke was 
beside himself:  “Galt is a player who has come out of nowhere, and looks to be an important piece of Hawaii's future.  After a 
real tough start, he has started to pile on hits.  This sim he came up with a .438/.455/.719 line in 32 AB.  He hit three doubles, 
had two home runs, and drove in six.  For the season, .236/.279/.421 with 14 HR and 41 RBI.  He has also smacked 31 doubles in 
only 406 AB.  His twin brother Jack has to be jealous.”  Aaron Weiner would sum it up succinctly:  “Holy crap.  Galt is really, 
really good.”

Brother Jack would come back up to the Tropics in week seventeen, but a collision at second base would cut his stay short, and 
he would spend a couple weeks nursing a strained rib cage muscle.  He would appear in just four games that season for the 
BBA club and would see no more big league action for the remainder of his career, suffering another injury in a collision the
following spring and basically being forgotten about.  The Tropics would finish 2020 with 78 wins, seven games behind the 
division winning Crusaders.



John Galt
A story by Morris Ragland

In 2021, John Galt would vault into the peak of his career.  Aaron Weiner had this to say about him in his Johnson League 
preview:  “Hawaii has a few things going for them.  John Galt could be a legitimate .300/.400/.500 guy this season if all goes 
well.”  Galt wouldn't quite do that, but he would slash a very good .269/.369/.480 on his way to a 6.1 WAR campaign (somehow 
not good enough for an all-star appearance, though).  The Tropics would win 84 games and just miss the playoffs.

By 2022, everybody could see Galt coming.  Weiner noted in his league preview that, “[Galt] had a very strong season last year, 
but just a quick look at him suggests that he could make the leap to superstar this season.  Galt could be the most talented 
hitter in the MBWBA, at least against righthanded pitching.  He’s the focal point of what is otherwise a seemingly solidly 
mediocre lineup, which means that if Hawaii is going to be an above average offense, it’s going to probably be up to Galt.”  Ted
Schmidt summed it up this way, “Hawaii's offense clearly will go as far as SS John Galt takes it.”  It wasn't quite John Galt and the 
Pips in Hawaii that year.  John was indeed the best offensive performer on the 2022 Tropics squad (with a 152 wRC+), but he 
was ably accompanied by outfielder Matthew Stuart (140 wRC+) and first baseman Jorge Caballero (122 wRC+), for instance.   

Galt would slash .289/.377/.515 that season, garnering an all-star appearance and a Golden Bat Award in 2022.  A shoulder 
injury suffered in September would sideline Galt at the end of the season,  though the Tropics would make the playoffs with 
just 82 wins thanks to an expanded format.  Galt would go a fairly miserable 2 for 11 with two singles, a walk, and a catcher's 
interference, in the postseason.  His team would take the opening series against Greenville nevertheless, but would be swept 
out by Brooklyn and miss out on the pennant.  

That offseason the Tropics would hand Galt a three-year extension worth $26M.

Going into 2023 Galt would be listed among Silk contenders by Chris Wilson, who said, “Galt has the ratings that scream Silk 
Award winner!  The 27 year old got a boost in ratings this off-season which increase his chances of making a run for the award 
in 2023.  Despite having the ratings that may make it possible for a platoon system, if Galt has any shot at the award this year he 
needs everyday action.”  Chris Robillard put it more colorfully, “none of them have a chance in hell because John Galt is about 
to bukkake the league.”  2023 was looking like it was going to be the year of Galt in the Johnson League.

In the first week of the season Hawaii got some bad news:  

“Hawaii Tropics: SS John Galt was injured while running the bases.  The Diagnosis: ruptured medial collateral ligament.  He's
expected to miss about 6-7 months.”

Sadly, that would pretty much be it for John Galt in 2023.  “Bye bye Galt, it was fun.  There goes my season,” lamented Bieschke
at the time.  Galt would recover slightly ahead of schedule and appear in the last week of the 2023 season,  looking much like 
his old self in the eight games he played in that year, slashing .316/.435/.579.  The team would still win 82 games without Galt, 
and just miss the playoffs.



John Galt
A story by Morris Ragland

Galt suffered a significant knee injury, but speed was not part of his game anyway.  The question with Galt going into 2024 was 
whether he could still produce at the plate.  In his 2024 JL preview, 

Weiner noted that Galt had suffered some ratings decline, but that, “he should still be one of the league’s top shortstops (if not 
THE top).”  Joe Geoghehan wrote in his Tropics preview that Galt, “can hit with good power and is more than adequate 
defensively.”  Looking at the Pacific Division in his 2024 preview, Kyle Stever noted that, in Galt, Hawaii would, “get back one of, 
if not the, best players in the league.”  The consensus around Galt in 2024 was positive, even if there were doubts about his
team's ability to compete.

John Galt would have been Hawaii's most valuable player in 2024, but his stint with the Tropics was cut short that season, not by 
injury, but by a trade.  Frustrated by his team's performance in the early going, Bieschke decided to blow it up, and Galt, 
among others, was put on the block.  Galt's offensive performance was down a tick to start 2024 (he had an .824 OPS through 
72 appearances), in comparison with his most recent near-complete season, 2022 (when he hit for an .892 OPS in 131 
appearances).  It would be Stever, general manager in Huntsville (the once and current Black Sox) and coming off a Landis win 
in 2023, who would strike a deal for the star shortstop, in a trade that sent three prospects to Hawaii:  SS Paul Backstrom (a 
future Silk winner who would go on to give Hawaii 27.39 career WAR in 10 seasons of play), CF Francisco Flores (who would 
give Hawaii 15.74 career WAR in fives seasons of play), and P Mark Watson (who would give Hawaii 9.14 career WAR in six 
seasons of play).  Galt, as it happened, had about 20 career WAR left in him.

Giving up the trio for a recently injured Galt was a gamble, even without the benefit of hindsight, and Stever knew it.  In writing 
about the trade, Stever, in what was perhaps an immediate case of buyer's remorse, noted that, “[a]fter recovering from his 
injury that cost him his ’24 season, [Galt] emerged relatively [i]ntact – only having lost 1 CON and 1 POW in the process (which 
may or may not have already been near the thresholds anyway based on his ’21 ratings), but over the last few months he has 
lost an addition 1 CON, 2 POW and, perhaps most importantly, is playing subpar defense at SS for the first time in his career
(which means he probably lost some range, too). The latter observation especially gets exacerbated by the fact that he ONLY 
has a positional rating at SS.”  

Weiner wrote favorably of the trade, saying that, “[d]espite his dropoff, [Galt's] contract is fairly reasonable for the rarity of 
being a very good avg/obp SS with line drive power.  This is clearly what Huntsville saw when they acquired Galt to hopefully 
end their revolving door at SS.”  Wilson was less sanguine, saying, “Kyle I normally like your moves.  Like you, this one scares
me.”



John Galt
A story by Morris Ragland

Galt's production in Huntsville took a turn in 2024, and not for the better.  His wRC+ would drop 26 points from 126 to 100, but 
he had a WAR of 2.32 for the Phantoms in a partial season.  Galt's WAR total for 2024 would come to 4.74.  All-star caliber play, 
but not up to the standard of the superstar performances of 2021 and 2022.  With Galt traded away for most of the season, 
Hawaii managed to finish with 82 wins for the third year running.  Hunstville would finish with 94 wins and reach the 
postseason, losing in the Doubleday against Omaha.

In the offseason, Huntsville would sign Galt to a 3-year extension with an AAV a little over $11M.  Galt wasn't garnering the rave 
reviews he once did.  Weiner noted in his JL preview for 2025 that, “[Galt]’s still maybe the best shortstop in the league, but he’s 
not the player we all hoped he’d be.”  His team, however, was still loaded and expected to return to the postseason.

The Phantoms had something of a fun-house mirror season in 2025.  Galt would suffer another significant injury that season, 
straining an oblique muscle making a throw to first, that would keep him out the lineup for five weeks.  Galt's offensive 
production would continue to decline that season (.273/.335/.381, 2.97 WAR).  He had gone from Silk contender to merely good 
enough to keep around.  Even with a mere mortal Galt at short, Stever's Huntsville club would set a franchise record for regular 
season wins that year, going 107-55, only to watch Bieschke's Hawaii team (with a 3.26 WAR Backstrom at short) win it all in the 
Landis.  Ironic, in an Alanis Morissette kind of way.  Sometimes the game builds you up only to kick you in the teeth.

Heading into 2026 it was readily apparent that Stever was prepared to move on from Galt, and he put the shortstop up on the 
trade block, but no offers came in, or at least no acceptable offers came in, which may have been a blessing in disguise for 
Stever, because while Stever might have been ready to quit Galt, Galt was not ready to quit the game.  In his age 30 season, 
Galt had managed to halt his decline and contributed a respectable 3.2 wins above replacement to the 2026 Huntsville team.  
His 98 wRC+ wasn't going to knock your socks off, but combining that with acceptable defense at shortstop gave Stever a 
pretty good player.  

The 2026 Phantoms were not the juggernaut that the previous year's edition was, winning a 'mere' 97 games, but were good 
enough to win another division crown and claim the best regular season record in the JL.  The ultimate prize would still elude 
them, however, as they got bounced in the Cartwright for the second straight season.

Galt still had one year to go on his contract and Stever was still shopping him going into 2027.  The Phantoms' 2027 season 
might be worthy of its own lengthy examination, but for Galt, it was most significant as the season he finally parted ways with a 
club that had long ago rolled up the welcome mat.  Galt's lifeline was, surprisingly, the association's defending champs, the
Brooklyn Robins, who decided to execute a mid-season trade for a left-handed hitting middle infielder, giving up starting 
pitcher Fernando Morán.  This was a trade that was the subject of some, let's say, spirited debate at the time, Brett Schroeder 
being the most vocal critic, noting that this was “not a true fleecing but 100% [a] Huntsville slam dunk win.”  Ron Collins would 
later point out at that Galt, while he had fallen from a great height in terms of perception, was still the #4 shortstop in the 
association by WAR at the time.



John Galt
A story by Morris Ragland

Brooklyn, it could be said, fell ass-backwards into a championship year in 2026, winning just 84 games in the regular season, 
they arguably weren't even deserving of a postseason berth.  Their general manager, Alan Ehlers, was in his second year at the 
helm, having already achieved what many GMs never have.  The 2027 version of the Robins was arguably better than the 
previous year's, and Galt made a real contribution to that team, with a 116 wRC+ and defense right around league average in 
79 appearances.  Brooklyn won 98 games that year, a very good season, but they got dumped by Schroeder's Vancouver in the 
Doubleday, because the postseason is what it is.  Don't look to baseball for just outcomes.

Going into his age 32 season in 2028, Galt found himself part of a platoon at short, owing to poor production versus left-handed
pitching.  Brooklyn (27-30) and Galt were both treading water to begin that year when Galt suffered another dramatic injury 
late in May, a fractured fibula in a collision at second (there being no Utley Rule equivalent in the BBA at the time).  Galt had 
played his last game in a Robins uniform.

Schroeder, of all people, would take Galt away from Brooklyn as part of a five-player deal, with an eye toward the postseason.  
Galt and Vancouver would not be a happy union, however.  His offensive performance was flat-out bad (77 OPS+), with a 
defensive performance still hovering just a little under league average.  Even so, the Mounties would make the playoffs that 
year, winning 95 games, but would be ushered out by Louisville in the Doubleday.  Galt would go a discouraging 0 for 14 with 
four walks and nine strikeouts in that postseason series.

Heading into his age 33 season, John Galt would be a free agent for the first time in his career.  Ted Schmidt's Crusaders would
sign him to a three year deal at roughly half the salary he commanded from Huntsville three years before.  Both Galt and the 
Crusaders were on the move, as 2029 marked the Pacific's first year of play in the Frick.

Schmidt said that he had a plan for Galt, whose defense at short hadn't been terribly impressive, and that was to move him over 
to third base, but Galt instead became the team's primary shortstop, and it was California's then shortstop Armando Reyes 
(who was coming off of an amazing career year) who moved to third.  One wonders if Reyes despises Schmidt for that to this 
day.

California would exceed expectations and win a solid 94 games in 2029.  Galt would exceed expectations and be the teams 
most valuable position player (3.9 WAR, including a remarkable +4.5 ZR at short).  Reyes would be hot garbage (0.7 WAR, and 
Diamond Glove notwithstanding).  California would advance into the Doubleday, where they would lose to Louisville in six 
games.  What success the Crusaders had that postseason they accomplished largely without Galt's help.  It was another 
bummer of a postseason performance for the shortstop who went 7 for 38 with 14 strikeouts.  



John Galt
A story by Morris Ragland

Galt truly came crashing down to earth in 2030 (though the Crusaders would win 92 games and reach the playoffs for a fourth 
straight season), when he moved to third base for real this time.  He did not adapt well to his new role.  His performances at the 
plate (90 wRC+) and in the field (-0.3 ZR) were lackluster, and this was all capped off with another broken leg.  On September 
3, Galt broke his fibula running the bases.  Ending his season and keeping him out of the postseason.

Would age and injuries finally put an end to Galt's big league career?  He would be 35 in 2031, with a series of significant leg
and knee injuries behind him.  Galt would cede the bulk of playing time at third base to the great Hunter Eisenhower, but was
still playing at very high level when he did see the field (132 wRC+ and 2.2 WAR in just 75 appearances).  He even won a 
couple of FL player of the week awards to close out the season.  But the team as whole was in a rough patch.  Though still a 
pretty good club, California was only able to win 85 games, which was not good enough to play in October that year.

Going into the winter of 2031, again a free agent, a 36 year-old Galt might still have been an attractive option in a third base
platoon, a left-handed hitter who had figured out how to play the hot corner and who could at least adequately fill-in at short if 
called upon, but by the time the Winter Meetings rolled around, Galt had decided to hang it up, walking away from the game 
after an eventful thirteen-year career.  His retirement elicited not one comment.  So it goes.

John Galt is the sort of player who can ruin you as a general manager, providing the thrill of a come from nowhere super 
prospect.  You can spend the rest of your career looking for the next John Galt in vain, worrying whether each prospect you 
release might have been the one, holding onto guys longer than you should because you know there's a chance.  You've seen it 
happen.  A John Galt can also bring you the agony of a near-crippling injury (or worse), making you forever wary of that big 
extension, that big trade, that big free-agent contract, because you know there's a chance it can all get snuffed out in an instant.  
You've seen it happen.  John Galt can also bring you hope that a player whose fortunes have turned for the worse and who is 
getting up there in years might still have something left in the tank.  You know there's a chance, because you've seen that 
happen, too.  Will that lead you to try and rekindle old flames that have long gone out?  And at what price?

We should remember John Galt, yes, but we should also remember that he was in many ways the exception and not the rule.



21



22

GBC Preview
Buenos Aries Brisas

PROSPECT TO WATCH: 

SP Carudarsana Sambandan
has all the talent in the world, 
and at age 24 it’s time for him to 
step forward, especially since 
he’s older than a number of 
pitchers in Buenos Aires who 
already have GBC success on 
their resumes.

PITCHERS: 

Jose Castro, at age 23, looks to be settling in for a spell as staff ace after posting a 2.28 
ERA in 114 innings last year. Behind him, Michael McGee and Yazeed bin Salim 
showed well in small sample sizes.  Ielimia Faletose is a bright prospect who now has 
to deal with the dreaded “bone chips in the elbow” surgery.  In the bullpen, closer Jose 
Velasco will be supported by two more good-looking kids, Dan Grigoras and Taua
Fatani.

HITTERS: 

The Brisas have about half their salary cap room tied up in three guys: 
catcher Geoff Combs and corner outfielders Antonio Roman and Taylor 
Barfoot.  Fortunately, all three of them seem to be living up to the investment.  
Unlike the pitching staff, there are some greybeards in the lineup, namely CF 
Rocky Allen and shortstop Russell Sharp, both of whom should be looking 
over their shoulder for potential replacements.

Woody Donahue



PROSPECT TO WATCH: 

P Jayin Ranjani hasn’t posted 
the numbers yet to match his 
considerable talent, but he’s 
been very young for his levels 
so no one’s panicking yet.

GBC Preview
Tokyo Pearls Baseball Club

PITCHERS: 

All five starters return, and for good measure they’ve added Adam Barber, a serviceable 
five-year GBC veteran.  Umar Dogar has everything it takes to be a staff ace except the 
results, but he’s only 23 and his best years may be ahead.   Huang Cheng should do well as 
the closer; bullpen depth behind him could be an issue.

HITTERS: 

1B-DH Tony Horton and LF Grzegorz Kubrick should be guys you can depend on in the 
Pearls batting order.  Beyond them, there’s really no one you’d be willing to bet on having 
a good year at the plate.  Chua-Kah Yang got a big contract to come over from BBA Long 
Beach, and he should provide power, but he’s probably on the downside of his career at 
33.  Scouts love 1B Odemar Lock, but the cold fact is he’s had 2738 PAs in the bigs and 
sports a career .206 batting average.



PITCHERS:

Mokichi Yamamoto and Yoshimi Sato return from last year, and they’re both solid.  It’s 
unclear who will fill spots 3-5, but I feel fairly certain it won’t be pretty. Reliever You-
Cheng Hang had an uncharacteristically bad year in 2053, but he’s a sold bet to 
rebound. Ebena, Hakkila, and Redelius round out a bullpen that should excel if the 
starting staff can get to that point in the game without imploding.

GBC Preview
Sydney Sharks Baseball Club

PROSPECT TO WATCH: 

Niegloslaw Woywitka is still 
listed on their AAA roster, but 
given his talent and the gaping 
holes in the Sydney rotation, I 
suspect he’s pitched his last 
game in Lagos.

HITTERS: 

Roy MacGugan is a steady, consistent bat who’ll be a solid plus, if not exactly a star, at 
first base. 2B-SS Geaney Fay had a career year in 2052; the Sharks need that to be the 
rule rather than the exception.  Bernie Young has some pop but has a medical history 
from hell; twelve injuries in the last two years alone.  Beyond those three, there’s honestly 
no one you can look at and say, “Oh yeah, he’s going to hit in the GBA”. 



GBC Preview
Athens Fighting Centaurs

PROSPECT TO WATCH: 

Well, there’s the problem; almost 
all the Athens talent is already in 
Greece.  Let’s go with corner OF 
Dean Proctor, who had a nice 
year in the rookie league after 
posting monster numbers in 
college.

PITCHERS: 

Steffan Gimsing, Mick Joo and Ragnvard Lamm are all basically 
#3 starters; someone needs to step up and be the #1 guy.  
Gimseng might be the best bet. Mitch Freeman was signed as a 
free agent to lend depth. Closer Satyajit Neel and setup man 
Cody Glynn figure to be the big dogs in the bullpen.  Any 
injury to one of the starters here could be a bit of a hairball.

HITTERS: 

If the Fighting Centaurs are to match their success from last 
season, here’s where the impulse will come from; there are good 
hitters all up and down the order.  CF Zephyr Orphanides, LF 
Quinn Greene and C Tokimasa Yano are among the top offensive 
talents in the GBC; they’re all in their age-27 season and they all 
would seem to have futures in the BBA.  And there’s lots of help, 
too.



GBC Preview
Sao Paulo Pilots Baseball Club

PITCHERS: 

Owen Geddes is, by pretty much any measure you choose, the top pitcher in 
league history.  He holds a number of career records, and he’s only 27.  Eng-Hee
Kin is a solid option as a #2 starter, but past that there are just guys whose 2052 
ERAs begin with “5”.   Ivan Molina came over from Charm City last season in 
hopes that he would anchor the pen, but the results were underwhelming.  Will 
Mitchell and Brian Warner might help the cause.

HITTERS: 

It seems like every team in the GBC has a big bat in left field.  The Pilots 
entry is Nam-Cheol U, who slugs almost .600 and plays pretty fair defense to 
boot. 3B Santiago Duran OPSed .919 last year, and cut down on his strikeouts 
as well.  Harry Stamper plays a good defensive 2B and hits .280 with power 
every year like clockwork.  There are actually good hitters all up and down 
this lineup; no real weaknesses to be found.  

PROSPECT TO WATCH: 

CF Gicheru Zuri made it to 
AAA last year at age 21 and 
held his own.  He has light-
tower power and plays good 
defense; he just needs to 
avoid the frequent nagging 
injuries he’s had so far, and 
he’s got “star“  written all 
over him.



GBC Preview
Cairo Pharaohs

PITCHERS: 

Newcomer Geoffroy Robert comes over from Jerusalem to join a staff similar to that 
of Athens; solid top to bottom without any outstanding studs.  Or maybe Dmitr
Zhivlyuk will take the next step; his stats are trending in the right direction.  
Guruvayur Vashisth need to ramp it up a bit if he means to hold onto his closer role; 
there are other, maybe better options.  Elliot Woodger will help once his torn UCL 
heals up.

HITTERS: 

Left fielder Ricardo Ruiz was a big FA signing.  He’s currently slotted in as the 
leadoff hitter, but I’m not optimistic; his body looks to be breaking down, and his 
numbers in Sacramento reflect that.  Hopefully the move to the GBC will 
revitalize him.  The other area of concern is the middle infield, where 2B Per 
Bakhuis is coming off a broken leg, and SS Daryl Pris, always  pretty much just a 
glove guy, enters his age-36 season.

PROSPECT TO WATCH: 

Catching prospects are worth 
their weight in gold, so keep 
an eye on Butrus bin Issam.  
He’s been a tad overaged for 
his leagues, but he’s been 
crunching the ball; you can’t 
take that away from him no 
matter his age.



HITTERS: 

Besides the aforementioned al Din, the bright spots are veteran OF Garry Mihalsky and 2B 
Juan Castillo.  And then there’s C Izz al Din bin Najeeb, a youngster with promise.  There are, 
however, a couple of offensive black holes: 3B Patrick Thomas and CF Jose Leyva.  Jose 
Cordero is currently listed as the DH, but he’ll face challenges from Dan Beard and maybe 
Bob Allen.

GBC Preview
Jerusalem Hebrew Hammers

PITCHERS: 

Marvin Winston came over from Sacramento of the BBA last year, and his stats 
actually got worse, which is weird.  He’s a good bet for a rebound.  Adel bin 
Husam al Din is that rarest of rarities: a legit two-way player.  Right now he’s listed 
both in the rotation and at 1B; stay tuned for future developments.  Archi Honour
was signed as a free agent from Louisville to help prop up a bullpen that frankly, 
could use some propping up.

PROSPECT TO WATCH: 
The Hammers have several 
nice-looking starting 
pitchers moving through 
their minor league system.  If 
I had to pick one, I’d 
probably go with Afzul
Chishti, who throws a plus-
plus curve and three other 
pitches good enough to get 
by.



PITCHERS: 

The rotation will feature a couple of guys brought over from the BBA: Enrique Lopez 
and Daniel Camacho.  Lopez in particular is worth keeping an eye on; if he does in 
London what he did in Atlantic City he’ll be the best pitcher in the GBA.  Also watch 
Jordan Knowles, whose career hit a minor speed bump last year but still has front of 
the rotation potential.  There’s still a lot of uncertainty around who will staff the 
bullpen; Don Thomas looks to be about the steadiest hand.

GBC Preview
London Monarchs Baseball Club

PROSPECT TO WATCH: 

SP Rahman Benzai was the #2 
overall pick in the 2051 draft.  
He’s got a lot of development 
ahead of him before he sees 
London, but the arrows are 
definitely pointing up in a 
major kind of way.

HITTERS: 

This seems to be a team that brings a lot of guys over from the BBA.  
They opened up the bank vault to bring LF Tomas Guillen over last 
year, and it paid off.  DH will be manned by Jose Martinez, who 
offers similar production to Borges at an affordable price.  The 
Monarchs also have that rarity: two catchers who can actually hit.  
Stewart Cannell is currently listed as the leadoff hitter; his .299 
career OBP indicates that he might move down in the order if a 
better option shows itself.



CalecaTeam News Award
Sacramento - “A Prayer to Camacho”

2050 - Caleca Team News Winner

The scent of burning flesh burrowed into his nose as its accompanying smoke stung at his eyes. 

Despite expecting both, General Manager Shoeless slammed shut the door he had opened. Months 

had gone by since he'd last been down here, below centerfield at the Basilica, almost an entire 

season of mediocre Mad Popes baseball. His team sat four and half games out of first with 22 games 

to play with only a four game lead for the last wild card spot in the Pacific. Christ, it's already into 

September, Shoeless thought. This has to be done.

He braced himself and opened the door again. Dull LED screens of countless machines flashed 

readings and calculations. Wires and tubes extended like tentacles from every direction, hungrily 

grasping at a naked man, likely a low minor leaguer in need of adjusting, lying prone on a wheeled 

gurney in the center of the room. Next to it, on a stool and wearing soft blue scrubs, sat the green-

eyed woman.

"You are late," she said, not looking up as she sutured an incision just below the man's navel. 

Extending from the incision in every direction -- up to his chest, around his midsection, and down 

across his exposed genitals -- weaved bolts of scorched tissue, like a tattoo of blackened roots. 

"Precious time wasted."

"I was held up," he lied. "I'm here now."

The green-eyed woman tossed the scissors and suturing needle she was using onto a metal 

pan and walked to a door to the back of the room. She tapped on the glass. Within seconds, 

two assistants rushed into the room. They unhooked, pulled and snapped free the tubes and 

wires from the man on the gurney, leaving only a single tube from the man's hand connected 

to a bag of clear IV liquid. The assistants nodded to one another before one unlocked the 

wheels to the gurney, and they pushed the man from the room.

Within moments, they returned with another gurney and positioned it in the center of the 

machines. The green-eyed woman motioned for them to leave with a flippant hand motion, 

and both shot for the door they had come, one glancing with a curious eye at Shoeless as they 

walked from the room.

"Disrobe and lay down" the green-eyed woman said. "We must hurry."

"Not even dinner or a drink first? Rude."

She shot him a look causing a shiver to lightning down his spine. He quickly removed his 

clothes and, tentatively, laid on the cool plastic of the gurney.

"You're certain this will work?" He asked as she pinned wires to all parts of his body. She did 

not answer him. She worked feverishly and, at last, raised a clear mask over his nose and 

mouth. She turned and flipped a switch. A metallic gas pushed through the mask, and Shoeless 

stared into the fluorescent glow of the ceiling light.

Camacho, help us, he thought, feeling himself lose consciousness. Only your divine grace and 

power will get us to the playoffs..   



Broken Record
Test of Time or a Matter of Time?  BBA Records Reviewed

Rob McMonigal

One of the things I love best about baseball is its rich history and records. So of course one of the biggest appeals to joining the BBA 
was that it has decades upon decades of history to dig into and play with. I thought it might be fun as the league rolls into its 80th 
anniversary to see what records might be falling soon and which look like they'd be hard to beat.

For the purposes of this column, I'm looking at so-called "counting" stats only. I don't see the point of trying to speculate on if someone 
can get a higher career batting average, as the variables involved are so high that it would make it hard to project versus whether or 
not a player can realistically hit, say, another 100 home runs or average 125 hits for another three seasons. Similarly, I'm not looking at 
the advanced metrics, because, frankly, I hate most of them.

With that groundwork laid, let's dig in!

Games Played

Current Leader (all time): Charles Puckett, 3286
Current Leader (active): James Monger, 2710

In 20 of 24 seasons, Puckett exceeded 100 games played, with 2 others at 100 and 103, respectively. He was a durable, productive
freak of nature. At 40, while still a potentially solid player for a team needing veteran leadership, Monger simply doesn't have 600 
games left in him.
Verdict: This one is likely a Test of Time

Runs Scored

Current Leader (all time): Charles Puckett, 2475
Current Leader (active): Steven Collins III, 1676

Puckett again here, with a 36 year old chasing him. While not out of the realm of possibility, Collins would need to average 100 runs a 
season, something he's only done 3 of the past 10 seasons, for another 8 straight seasons, putting him at 44 at the time. That's not 
impossible, but it's not likely, either.
Verdict: Another for Test of Time
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Hits

Current Leader (all time): Bopper Kengos, 3900
Current Leader (active): Steven Collins III, 3052

Interestingly, Puckett is #2 all time with 3897. Kengos, his contemporary, just barely edged him out. And here again is Collins III, but 
this time, he's got a much better shot. He's still hitting extremely well at age 36 and is less than 900 hits away. If he plays decently 
through age forty, averaging 150 hits for the next 5 seasons, that's another 750. Add in a few over forty role player seasons, and he 
could make the leap to the top, assuming he doesn't get hurt or greedy and retire out of spite.

Verdict: A Matter of Time, if Collins stays healthy.

Doubles

Current Leader (all time): Emile Santos, 810
Current Leader (active): Dennis French, 699

Santos is not in the Hall of Fame, having been a typical "Hall of the Very Good" player with an insane ability to reach second base. My
high school self envies him. French on the other hand, with over 3000 hits, a career OPS of .900, and, as noted, nearly 700 doubles, is 
going to have a good shot at the honor. And unless he suddenly forgets how to make the turn around first or just hits home runs for the 
next several years, should shatter this record easily, possibly as soon as 2055.

Verdict: This one is a matter of when, not if, French breaks the record.
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Triples

Current Leader (all time): Luke Zalusky, 235
Current Leader (active): Dong-Po Thum, 150

No one hits triples anymore in the quantity needed to threaten Zalusky.

Verdict: Test of Time, hands down.

Home Runs

Current Leader (all time): Emilio Morales, 738
Current Leader (active): Felix Roman, 578

Morales was a power-hitting third baseman for Omaha, starting back when they were in Indianapolis, a city that's now stuck with a 
AAA team while their major-league parent doesn't have enough people to fill Indy's downtown housing. He retired recently so there's 
still plenty of active players Morales terrorized over the years with his bat. He started slow but when the team moved, so did his bat 
speed and power, going from 14 HR in 2032 to 34 in 2033, and never looked back with 13 straight seasons of 30+ home runs. He got to 
700 pretty honestly, but the last three seasons just didn't have the signature pop and his average fell at the same time. Currently 
mashing BBA pitchers everywhere is Felix Roman, on his third team in the league. The Aztec, get this, has NEVER had a season of less 
than 30 home runs. And he's only 33, with no signs of slowing down. If he pulls back on the power a bit, a conservative estimate has 
him up and over 738 within 5 seasons. If he keeps up at the 40-50 range, he'll be the all-time record holder before the BBA turns 85.

Verdict: Barring starting a home repair business with Jacob Smiley, this record is as gone as all the longballs Morales and Roman have 
hit over the years.
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Runs Batted In

Current Leader (all time): Bopper Kengos, 2537
Current Leader (active): Mike Campbell, 1676

Not going to spend a lot of time on this one, either. Kengos was an RBI machine, repeatedly leading the league. Campbell is 36 and 
would have to hit over 100 RBIs for the next decade to catch the leader. Possible? Sure. But it's about as likely as the Yellow Springs 
Nine taking home a Brewster.

Verdict: Test of Time

Stolen Bases

Current Leader (all time): Mons Raider, 1297
Current Leader (active): Chip Puckett, 915

It's appropriate that a man named Raider stole a lot of bases, absolutely creating chaos anytime he got on base. 173 steals in 2033 
alone, and except for an injury-shortened 2036 had over 115 stolen bases each year for his first seven years in the BBA. Speed isn't as 
appreciated as it used to be, but Puckett is no slouch. He makes up for in year-in, year-out steals what he lacks in sheer volume in any 
given year, even stealing 63 in 2050. But he's also 36 and the injuries are starting to mount. He'd need to attempt to steal every time 
he's on base to catch up. This isn't an impossible record, but it will be hard to top.

Verdict: Test of Time



Broken Record
Test of Time or a Matter of Time?  BBA Records Reviewed

Rob McMonigal

Wins

Current Leader (all time): Steve Nebraska, 382
Current Leader (active): Carlos Valle, 257

Nebraska has the pitching award named for him with good reason. Getting to 200 wins is hard. Getting to 250, as Valle has, is an 
amazing feat. Anyone else making 300 feels like a pipe dream.  To go almost to 400 wins? I just don't see it. Nothing against Valle, who 
is 39 and still pitching well, though his key stats showed a decline, but he is unlikely to make it to 282 wins, let alone 382.

Verdict: I'd practically bet my house this one stays with Nebraska as long as the BBA retains its current structure. Test of Time prime.

Strikeouts

Current Leader (all time): Steve Nebraska, 6156
Current Leader (active): Aki Kondo, 3584

Let's not even discuss breaking the record. Can Kondo hit Ricardo Diaz's 4056? At age 39, it's unlikely. Despite roughly the same 
number of starts the past 3 years, the 39 year old's Ks have declined from 192 to 159 to 121, with last year's k/9 of 6.3 being the lowest 
of his career. He still pitching (for Edmonton) and likely could get another 100Ks this year if he stays healthy, putting him into the top 
ten. Along with 213 wins, it's definitely an edge of the Hall career, at the very least. But I don't think he can top Diaz and no one else 
save Valle is even close to 3000.

Verdict: No one gets to 6000. Someone might get to 4000 again, though. But the standard is the standard, and this one is Test of Time 
material, likely for good.
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Saves

Current Leader (all time): Jason Egan, 753
Current Leader (active): Renato Lacerda, 448

Egan's save numbers are almost as unbelievable as Nebraska's wins and strikeouts. You'd have to average 50 saves a season for 15 
seasons to get there. At a more realistic 40-save average, you'd need to be the closer for over 18 seasons. That would take a freak of 
nature and a manager determined to only ever give the ball at the end of the game to you. How unlikely is that? Lacerda led the 
league in saves in 2048 with 36. He did it again in 2051 with 39. The top save-getter in 2 of the past 5 years couldn't even get to 40, let 
alone 50. It would be more likely to get 300 wins by averaging 15 wins a year for 20 years (figuring some years of 18-20 and some 
years of 10-12), given the leader in wins for the past 10 years hasn't been lower than 18.

Verdict: Test of Time, completing the trifecta here.

I hate for this to feel like the column ran out of steam as we moved along, but there's a lot of the pitching categories that are just damn 
near impossible to break so I'd just be repeating what I'm saying above about the other three.. Almost no one completes games
anymore, so Nebraska's innings pitched record at 4774 is never getting touched. Neither is his shutout record of 53 or games started 
of 658 (which would require starting 35 games for 19 years). The complete game record, held by Christopher Stoller at 151 is over 3 
times the number of the active leader (Timo Dooley at 49).
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Overall, while never impossible, it takes a really special player to make it to the top of the BBA leaderboards. You have to have the 
right combination of talent, longevity, circumstances, and luck. In a lot of these cases, the sheet numbers are against any player 
reaching those peaks. Even those I've identified as reachable will require everything to go right for the players involved.

So what keeps these records out of touch?

Injury is the biggest factor of course, as one wrong slide (or even a bad swing) can end a career, as can throwing just the wrong way 
from sixty feet, six inches to the plate. A promising player can have his life changed, seemingly at the roll of an algorithm's dice.

The second is endurance. In order to reach these heights, you don't just have to have a career that's about 20 years long – it has to be 
productive for almost the entire time. If you were a slow starter before finding your power swing, maybe hitting 15 or 20 dingers until 
getting into 30+ range, your ability to get to 500 – let alone 600 + home runs is almost impossible. Similarly, if you want to be among 
the 3000 hit club, you'd better be able to keep hitting 100-150 hits a year probably into your forties. Plenty of players will have higher 
peaks than you, but the goal is the long game. Literally.

Third is how the game changes over time. I was a bit sarcastic about triples, but people get held at second way more often than in the 
early days of the Brewster. If that changes back, then we'd start to see players with 20+ triples a year again, and therefore have a legit 
shot at going after the record. Same thing for pitching in terms of starters going eight innings (hell, seven!) each and every start. With 
analytic measures so sophisticated  now, right down to increasing your team's chances to get to the bullpen, I don't see teams going 
back to the old days. Unless of course, someone turns out to be the next Steve Nebraska. Stats be damned, you let a man like that 
pitch.

I hope you enjoyed this look at the record book and who might be getting their name at the top. I think I'll revisit this every 5 years to 
see how we're doing – and if my thoughts on which records stand the test of time were solid, or a strikeout of my own.
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MLB vs BBA
Comparing a 10 year span

Matt Rectenwald

2010 MLB Draft
12 All-Stars in Round 1 and S1. Out of 50 picks. 24%
Potential HOF: Bryce Harper (1), Manny Machado (3).
WTF: Christian Colon (4)
Christian Yelich snuck in at #23.
Best second rounder? Andrelton Simmons, I guess.
Third round? Ryne Stanek
Sleepers: Kevin Gausman (6), Michael Lorenzen (7), Corey 
Dickerson (8).

2009 MLB Draft
9 All-Stars out of 49. 18%
Potential HOF: Mike Trout (25). Still having issues 
wrapping my head around that one.
Potential HOF, but those injuries: Stephen Strasburg (1)
WTF: Donavan Tate (3)
Best second rounder: Nolan Arenado
Best third rounder: Wil Myers
Sleepers: Brandon Belt (5), Dallas Kuechel (7). Paul 
Goldschmidt (8), Matt Carpenter (13), J.D. Martinez (20)

2008 MLB Draft
9 out of 46. 19%
Potential HOF: Buster Posey (5)
WTF: Kyle Skipworth (6)
Best second rounder: Charlie Blackmon
Best third rounder: Craig Kimbrel
Sleepers: Christian Vazquez (9), Nathan Eovaldi (11)

2007 MLB Draft
11 out of 64. 17%
Potential HOF: Madison Baumgarner (10)
WTF: Josh Vitters (3)
Best Second Rounder: Giancarlo Stanton
Best Third Rounder: Jonathan Lucroy
Sleepers: Corey Kluber (4), Jake Arrieta (5), Anthony Rizzo 
(6), Stephen Vogt (12), Mitch Moreland (17)

Simple, rudimentary look at how the top end 
of BBA drafts of the most recent history 
compete with MLB drafts over a ten year 
period. 

Simple way- how many All-Stars did they 
produce? I used 2038-2047 for the BBA 
because anything more recent may still have 
development left in it. 

I picked 2001-2010 for MLB because they've 
all developed over that time.
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2006 MLB Draft
7 out of 44. 16%
Potential HOF: Clayton Kershaw (7), Max Scherzer (11)
What If: Tim Lincecum (10)
WTF: Greg Reynolds (2)
Best Second Rounder: Jon Jay
Best Third Rounder: Zach Britton
Sleepers: Jeff Samardzija (5), Justin Turner (7)

2005 MLB Draft
11 out of 48. 23%
Potential HOF: None?
Wuda, Cuda, Shuda HOF: Ryan Braun (5), Troy Tulowitzki (7)
WTF: Jeff Clement (3)
Best second rounder: Chase Headley
Best third rounder: Brett Gardner
Sleepers: Michael Brantley (7), Matt Joyce (12)

2004 MLB Draft
7 out of 41. 17%
Potential HOF: Justin Verlander (2)
WTF, but he made lemons out of lemonade: Matt Bush (1)
Best second rounder: Yovani Gallardo -or- Hunter Pence
Best third rounder: Ian Desmond -or- J.A. Happ
Sleepers: Ben Zobrist (6), Dexter Fowler (14), Lorenzo Cain 
(17)

2003 MLB Draft
7 out of 37. 19%
Potential HOF: None
WTF: Kyle Sleeth (3)
Best second rounder: Andre Ethier
Best third rounder: Shawn Marcum
Sleepers: Jonathan Papelbon (4), Matt Kemp (6), Ian Kinsler
(17)

2002 MLB Draft
7 out of 41. 17%
Potential HOF: Zack Greinke (6)
Potential HOF, but that injury: Prince Fielder (7)
WTF: Chris Gruler (3)
Best second rounder: Joey Votto
Best third rounder: Curtis Granderson
Sleepers: Rich Hill (4), Howie Kendrick (10), Russell 
Martin (17)

2001 MLB Draft
4 out of 44. 9%
Potential HOF: Joe Mauer (1), David Wright (38)
Potential HOF, but those injuries: Mark Prior (2)
WTF: The whole first round??? It's truly terrible, I 
suggest you check it out sometime. Let's go with Josh 
Karp (6).
Best second rounder: J.J. Hardy
Best third rounder: Ryan Theriot
Sleepers: Ryan Howard (5), Edwin Jackson (6), Kevin 
Youkilis (8), Geovany Soto (11), Dan Uggla (11),

2001-2010 MLB Draft Totals: 84 of 464. or 18%
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2038 BBA Draft
23 out of 39. 59%. Goodness gracious. This is truly not 
supposed to happen. "Mega Draft", indeed.
Total WAR: 2612.2
Top 1st Round WAR: Felix Roman (5)
Top 2nd Round WAR: Alaric Wullenweber
Top 3rd Round WAR: Manoell Whanon
Sleepers: Danny Leach (10), Julio Uribe (4), Shinsaku Ine (7), 
Francisco Salgado (6), Roberto Ramirez (5), Jim Lorenzen (4), 
Bastião Fardos (4), Manuel Cruz (6), Ignacio Venegas (5), 
Tomás Borges (16), Dwight Dunn (5), Brian Smith (8), José 
Calderón (5), Randy Bader (5)

2039 BBA Draft
15 out of 40. 37% - This is the "Mega Draft 2: Return of the 
Mega Draft"
Total WAR: 1397.4
Top 1st Round WAR: Daniel Pepper (40)
Top 2nd Round WAR: Carlos Flores
Top 3rd Round WAR: Calvin Johnson
Sleepers: Pepe Prieto (5), Bobby Horne (13), Jorge Moran 
(19), Colin Lee (4)

2040 BBA Draft
2 out of 31. 6%. Truly awful draft.
Total WAR: 179.0
Top 1st Round WAR: Chris Moran (17)
Top 2nd Round WAR: Angel Garcia
Top 3rd Round WAR: Eugenio Asseldonk
Sleepers: Manuel Barrera (10), Esteban Cruz (4), Luis Rubio 
(12)

2041 BBA Draft
9 out of 46. 20%
Total WAR: 438.2
Top 1st Round WAR: Francisco Franco (3)
Top 2nd Round WAR: Gerardo Eremitani
Top 3rd Round WAR: Marcos Gonzales
Sleepers: Ruben Vazquez (4, actually highest WAR in 
whole draft), Orlando Lopez (4), Juan Martinez (10), Raul 
Lopez (4), Odemar Lock (18)

2042 BBA Draft
13 out of 38. 34%
Total WAR: 658.0
Top 1st Round WAR: Pedro Bustamante (3)
Top 2nd Round WAR: Nathaniel Davis
Top 3rd Round WAR: Jeremy Smith
Sleepers: Bernie Stuart (10), Dan Small (13), Enrique 
Lopez (7), Daniel Camacho (7), David McElroy (5)

2043 BBA Draft
4 out of 33. 12%
Total WAR: 230.9
Top 1st Round WAR: Ichizo Sugiyama (9)
Top 2nd Round WAR: Michael Dixon
Top 3rd Round WAR: Barney Lindsey (highest WAR in 
draft)
Sleepers: Ashton Brooks (3), Jerry Bourque (4), Jimmy 
Bumble (4), Cris Cordero (6)
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2044 BBA Draft
4 out of 40. 10%
Total WAR: 127.0
Top 1st Round WAR: Chris Thompson (4)
Top 2nd Round WAR: Luis Fernandez
Top 3rd Round WAR: Pedro Calderon
Sleepers: Andrew Wright (5), Rafael Elias (4), Mike Rivet (6)

2045 BBA Draft
6 out of 39. 15%
Total WAR: 342.7
Top 1st Round WAR: Phil Cole (1)
Top 2nd Round WAR: Abu Wamukota
Top 3rd Round WAR: Franklin Badger
Sleepers: Clarence Pritchard (4), Luis Ramos (5), Robert 
Hanson (16), Mark Thomas (10)

2046 BBA Draft
13 out of 34. 38%
Total WAR: 500.6
Top 1st Round WAR: Dave Corfield (7)
Top 2nd Round WAR: Danny Adkins
Top 3rd Round WAR: Scott Torres
Sleepers: Brody Picot (7), Peter Sanders (4), Zach Davis (5), 
Joe King (7)

2047 BBA Draft
6 out of 33. 18%
Total WAR: 183.0
Top 1st Round WAR: Martin Hemming (11)
Top 2nd Round WAR: Buwono Mainaky
Top 3rd Round WAR: Rhys Brickell
Sleepers: Rannal Seldon (7), Ettan Cherukuri (4), Marcus 
Forrest (9)

2038-2039 BBA Draft Totals: 38 out of 79 or 48%. 

Obviously a HUGE outlier.

2040-2047 BBA Draft Totals: 57 out of 294. or 19%. 

Even our "weak drafts" have a slightly higher All-Star 
percentage than MLB, I know, we have 35 man rosters 
where they only have 30. 

So let's call it a virtual statistical tie.

2038-2047 BBA 10 Year Draft Totals: 95 out of 373. or 
25%
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If you are expecting to grab 60 POT guys in the third round, you're fooling yourself. Like I said, adjust your expectations. The draft 
is a crapshoot. Remember our "Potential" is more accurately termed "Future Value". And with that, I'll turn it over to Eric 
Levenhagen and the good guys from Fangraphs:

https://blogs.fangraphs.com/the-new-fan ... ng-primer/

What is FV?

FV stands for Future Value, and it’s the way we distill each player’s scouting evaluation into a single expression. Broadly stated,
Future Value is a grade on the 20-80 scale that maps to anticipated annual WAR production during the player’s first six years of
service. But there’s also quite a bit of nuance underlying that definition, so let’s break down its components.

The 20-80 scale is used by scouts and team analysts to evaluate prospects’ individual tools, as well as their entire future projection. 
The center of the scale (50) represents major-league average with each whole grade away from 50 representing a standard 
deviation away from it. The industry also uses grades of 45 and 55 as a means of assessment because there are so many players, 
fastballs, throwing arms, etc. hovering right around average that it’s necessary to be more granular at that point on the talent
curve. It’s rare for a scout to use grades like 65 or 35 because that level of visual precision on those parts of the curve isn’t all that 
feasible. Analysts are more likely to use those grades since they’re looking at a Trackman readout or some other form of objective 
measure and that is literally where someone’s exit velos or curveball spin might be on the curve.

Here is fresh math from the 2018 season regarding WAR distribution of hitters mapped to the 20-80 scale. Eric calculated it twice, 
first by using all hitters with 200 plate appearances (which produced a sample of 355 players, or approximately every team’s 
starting lineup and its three most used bench players) and then the best 255 players from that sample (effectively, the starters). 
The WAR bands created by these two samples are very similar to the ones you’ve seen on this site before.

Pitching is a little more complicated because pitching standards and roles are changing. Velocity and strikeout rates are higher 
than ever. Starting-pitcher innings are lower than ever. Whatever the case, here’s how 2018’s starters shake out based on WAR 
distribution. For this, Eric’s first pass included all starters who threw at least 50 innings (which ended up being 180 pitchers, 
essentially starters No. 1 through 6 on each team) then the top 150 pitchers from that sample (all 30 teams’ starting rotations).A 
finite scope also forces us to be more specific about defensive projections. It’s easy to look at Vladimir Guerrero Jr. and say that 
he’ll eventually outgrow third base and move to first, but it’s more useful to be reasonably specific about when.
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The pitcher and position-player WAR curves are similar enough that, especially when we consider WAR’s margin for error, it’s 
reasonable to round and combine these two tables pretty much exactly the way Kiley did back in 2014.

Relievers are punished in any WAR-based measure because they throw fewer innings. The best relievers on the planet typically 
yield about 3 WAR, while really excellent relievers are 1.5-2.0 WAR players. Some clubs do consider elite relievers to be 80s and 
think WAR-only analysis of relievers ignores too much of the leverage component of their jobs. This is probably true, but we also 
think relief usage is about to change in a way that both accentuates that component but also changes the volume of innings they 
throw. For now, single-inning middle-relief types get a 40 FV from us, we slap 45 FVs on arms we think will be dominant bullpen 
pieces (Seranthony Dominguez and A.J. Minter are two examples from recent years), and anything more than that means we think 
they’re elite, but most elite relievers were starters as prospects.

Please note we are not projecting peak seasons here but rather the average annual WAR over the player’s first six years of big 
league employment. Sonny Gray peaked at 3.8 WAR in 2015 (a strong 60) but averaged 2.2 annual WAR (50) over his first six 
years, and we think the latter is a better representation of his profile because it accounts not only for talent but also the ability to 
stay healthy and perform consistently. Matt Duffy posted a 4.4 WAR campaign in 2015 but has averaged just shy of two wins per
season, and again we think that’s more representative of his true talent.

Why the six-year bound?

As just stated, we think basing rankings on multi-year projection for a player is more useful than a single-year peak. But we also 
want our projections to be bound by some amount of time because, in the absence of such a constraint, we’re just projecting 
career WAR. In that case, we’d have to consider who might still be playing into their late 30s and 40s and what kind of players they 
would be at that time. That seems ridiculous. We love Bartolo Colon and LaTroy Hawkins and Jamie Moyer — and cherish big 
leaguers who stick around forever — but it’s a fool’s errand to look at a high-school prospect and try to decide if he’ll play into his 
40s. The six-year interval we’ve chosen lines up with the six years of service time players are forced to accrue before they can
enjoy a free(ish) market for their abilities. During that time, players are being re-evaluated for free agency by means that are 
vastly different than when they’re prospects, enough that it makes sense to view them as separate processes.
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Do you treat upper-level minor leaguers and low-level teenagers the same way as far as FV is concerned?

No. For many reasons, we value proximity to the big leagues and attempt to bake it in to FV. If there are two minor 
leaguers who are exactly the same in every way, and one is in Double-A and the other is in the GCL, it makes sense that 
the player closer to the big leagues would rank higher than the Rookie-level ball. There are some 50 FV players in our 
rankings who we think have a chance to be 60s or better in the big leagues, but the risk/proximity aspect of their profile 
needs to be captured in FV somewhere. The amount we deduct for things like risk due to injury or player demographics 
is subjective, and we don’t have a guideline to share for deducting FV when someone has a surgery or gets busted for 
PEDs, but we’re okay with that because so much of this process is already subjective.

What are some other areas where you think there’s wiggle room to argue with your rankings?

We think you can make strong arguments to rank players within the same FV tier in a lot of different ways, especially as 
we move down the scale. Lots of the 40 FV prospects on our lists are risky young players who might be really good one 
day but might also be nothing, and several of our 40 FV players are near-ready back-end starters. Some teams would, if 
given the chance, take the lottery ticket instead of the low-ceiling starter. Rebuilding teams with bad farm systems would 
probably want that guy. Contending teams with thin pitching staffs would probably rather have the low-ceiling arm. In 
short, teams behave logically, but we don’t think that logic is uniform across baseball, and it’s fine if it isn’t across the
prospect-ranking landscape, as well.



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Heartland Division Chad Nason

Nashville: 

GC – Well, they lost……nobody worth mentioning?  So, its injuries, Sacramento, or the JL that seem to be in 
the way.  Have fun Heartland foes!

BC – Only wins because YS9 GM took a hiatus. That Grun contract not looking so great and Tony Frost is a 
shell of his former self. 

Louisville:

GC – Smith was a nice pickup (minus the length of that contract.)  Kwak and Mendoza can still carry this team.  
The younger guys are coming along nicely but this team will be more of a threat in a few seasons when those 
Kwak, Bourges, and Mendoza salaries come off the books.

BC – Kwak is killing any chances of building a winning team. Now they add another huge six year contract for 
a 34 year old Jeffrey Smith. They’re paying a Monty MVP, but won’t sniff their own Monty.



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Heartland Division Chad Nason

Madison:

GC – Miyamoto was a nice extension but losing Smiley will hurt.  Pretty middle-of-the-road club.  
There are a few bright spots in the infield and in the outfield, Shimizu still around (and will be for a 
long time for a lot of money.)

BC – Sources are saying Portland’s AGM was the cause of Smiley’s fall, but my best bet is it was 
caused by Gertie. Could their be trouble in the clubhouse filled with jealousy of the team’s star 
player, Manobu?

Yellow Springs:

GC – New GM Rob McMonigal has some work to do but it’s a great franchise to be taking – always 
nice to step into a new club and have a shot at the playoffs.

BC – Rob has big shoes to fill and big pockets to fill in that of Dong-po Thum, who is quickly 
becoming one of the most overpaid players in the BBA. Good thing his salary increases by $5M each 
of the next two years.



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Heartland Division Chad Nason

Chicago:

GC – GM Mike Dunn is heading down to the basement of the Heartland but is finding some great pieces 
to not be there for too long.

BC – I do not want to ask any questions about what’s in Vitale’s basement. I’m sure it’s just scrapbooks 
from when the team was good and definitely not dead bodies.

Des Moines:

GC – DM’s first winning season in over 15 years was almost followed up by its second, and they almost 
made the playoffs.  Cano and Haney will help the offense and defense.  They will miss Wullenweber 
though. The post-season is possible for the first time in a long time!

BC – Helluva outfield, good pitching, but where is the infield? Probably bagging groceries at Piggly
Wiggly. Hurry up, you’re on deck!



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Heartland Division Chad Nason

Omaha:

GC – They’ve got the offense and they’ve got some pitching.  Health could be an issue for this team.  
Might have 1-2 more seasons before the Cyclones really start having major issues.

BC – Blame it on injuries all you want, but the Cyclones blow. There are a few bright spots, but veterans 
making too much money are keeping this team down in the shelter. 

Twin Cities:

GC – The River Monsters have jumped back to the upper echelons of the Heartland, and the Frick for that 
matter.  Simpson liked the move away from Jacksonville.  If this team can upgrade their pitching, 
Nashville might have a sweat this season.

BC – This team sees more pitches than the president of The Weinstein Company, but unlike Harvey, this 
team won’t score. Both TWCs like them young, 



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Pacific Division

Vancouver:

GC – Pepper is gone and the Mounties wasted no time spending that new money.  The pitching staff is legit, 
especially in the Pacific.  Defense looks solid.  Offense looks like its enough to get the job done, unless 
opposing teams are loaded with LHP.

BC – The Mounties didn’t even come close to replacing the talent they lost and will be lucky to snag a wild 
card spot. They’ll be salty without Pepper.

Sacramento:

GC – Still the leader of the Pacific.  Lose some players, spend on some new players that are just as good.  
Maybe better?  Even their GM can’t really screw this one up, without trying or injuries.

BC – Ye of little faith. Shoeless absolutely CAN screw this up, but he probably won’t notice because he’ll be 
too busy in the woods. Plus, it’s in Camacho’s hands now.

Hawaii:

GC – GM James Walker spent some money last season trying to shore up his pitching staff.  This year he 
spent money on offense adding some Huerta and Campbell to the COF spots.  The Tropics can almost smell 
the playoffs coming this season.

BC – Is that the playoffs you smell? No, that’s just another dead corpse washing up on the shores of Waikiki. 
One could say it’s the Tropics time for playoffs, but there are no clocks around to be sure, so say aloha to the 
playoffs. (The goodbye one)

Chad Nason
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Good Cop / Bad Cop
Pacific Division

Valencia:

GC – The Stars made some noise in the Pacific last season, finishing only 2 games out of winning the 
Division.  Adding Pepper, Lugo, and Pete Crocker might be just enough to keep Sacramento looking over 
their shoulder the entire season.

BC – Home of Six Flags Magic Mountain. Didn’t realize the six flags represented six losses in six playoffs 
games over the past two years. 

San Fernando:

GC – A 16 game increase still only got them to .500 ball and a 5th place finish in the Pacific.  Overhauled a 
weak pitching staff by bringing in Small, Valance, Cyr, and Harney but will it be enough.  Ober is a nice add 
to the offense.  Even with being in the Pacific though, those few extra wins might not be quite enough to 
find the playoffs.

BC – There’s not enough Viagra in San Fernando Valley to get this team up the standings and there’s A LOT 
of Viagra in San Fernando Valley. Not sure what kinda team the GM is trying to erect here. 

Chad Nason



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Pacific DivisionChad Nason

Long Beach:

GC – A year removed from that monster Danya Tchekanov contract, Long Beach decided to spread the 
money around, bringing in Moreno, Zalapa, Gertrudes, and Daniel.  3B Alex Ramirez is gone though.  
Staying away from the Injured List would be helpful though.

BC – Long Beach making the playoffs is a Long Reach. Not enough robots in the world to help this club.

Seattle:

GC – Last year’s we predicted “this is the same team that lost 100 games last season (and an average of 99.2 
over the last 5 seasons.)  It’s got to get better, right?”  Well, +2 games isn’t really better.  It doesn’t look like 
its getting better anytime soon either, but maybe not much worse, so there is that.

BC – I’ll never know what the plan is in Seattle. I seriously forget they’re in the league half the time. They’re 
just….there. 



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Atlantic Division Chad Nason

Brooklyn:

GC – If you go to the Robins team page, it will show them tied for first in every statistical category. Thoughts 
and prayers they stay that way. New manager Paco Creteles should earn every penny of his $1.8M salary 
without the overhanging threats of the mafia at his previous employer.

BC – The Robins have lost almost an average of 106 games a season for the last 7 seasons.  Besides Morales 
and Clulow, how are the cupboards this bare?  Has the rebuild really started?

Jacksonville:

GC – Looks like a complete overhaul in Jacksonville and the farm resembles something of a future for the 
first time in a long time. 

BC – Trading Barkin and Best is going to hurt, for a while.  But almost $45M in cap space should be helping 
out more – go spend some money, be better than Brooklyn.

Montreal:

GC – No such thing a bad one year contract and the Blazers have signed several. This might not be THE 
year, but the veterans on this team will surely make Montreal competitive.

BC – Lose 6 players to Free Agency, gain 7 but will the 7 actually help?  Not a good sign when you are 
already complaining about your biggest FA expense after the first week of Spring Training.  Blowing a lot of 
smoke north of the border this season. 



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Atlantic Division Chad Nason

Atlantic City Gamblers

GC: The Gamblers will be on their third GM since winning the pennant last season, but bring back almost 
the entire roster in hopes of a repeat. Carlos Flores and Juan Rivera will surely do their part in the process.

BC: I guess you can get by without signing any free agents or making any moves.  The good news is though, 
in 3 seasons 89% of your roster will be taken up by 6 players.  That should do the trick.

Rockville Pikemen

GC: A busy offseason sees longtime Pikeman, Danny Leach, headed to Boise, but Angel Gonzalez joins via 
trade with San Fernando. GM Jim Slade has done a great job retooling this team and you can expect more 
moves.

BC: Nothing like being handed a perennial playoff team and then stripping it down.  At least it’s a team of 
young guys – old guys get hurt.

New Orleans Crawdads

GC: The Crawdads have a good mix of youngsters and veterans, headlined by one of the best players in the 
BBA – Juan Donestevez. Expect a third straight playoff appearance.

BC: There’s a guy named Nigel Laverick on this team.  Enough said.



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Atlantic Division Chad Nason

Charm City:

GC – The Jimmies’ pair of Japanese import from the GBC excelled last season and now they add Henri 
Charriere to the infield. A couple of young arms might emerge from the farm to bolster the rotation at some 
point this season, so expect another wildcard spot to be secured in 2053.

BC – Looks like we can start seeing the Jimmies in with the big boys this season.  Then again, who are they 
competing against?  

Charlotte:

GC – This is the season…blessed with the departure of GM Brett Golden, new blood should arise in 
Charlotte. Quiet in free agency thus far, but $25M of cap space available AND they still have Aaron Haney  
Allaric Wullenweber and Robert Menzies.

BC – The Cougars seem to be wanting to compete with the Robins for who can win the least amount of 
games well spending the least amount.  Can you still call them Cougars if they are all this young?



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Frontier DivisionChad Nason

Mexico City:

GC – Fresh off their first championship in franchise history, the Aztecs have a strong case to repeat. Despite 
losing Jeffrey Smith and Juan Medrano, GM Fred Holmes has a potent lineup and $20M+ in cap space to 
spend on replacements. Dave Corfield won his third Nebraska award last season and will be a front runner 
for the award again in 2053.

BC – No bitching about a roof in Mexico City last season was nice.  But let’s let it rain this year so that 
Phoenix GM can focus his bitching on something new.  Oh yeah, and stop winning so much - Zorba going 
down will help with that some.

San Antonio:

GC – The Outlaws are a team that should be looking to rebuild. 1B Majib bin Husam has not lived up to 
expectations, but they should still be able to flip him for a few good prospects to speed up their rebuild.

BC – That expensive SS you just signed in Free Agency will make a great second baseman.  But hey, you 
drew more than 2M fans again and actually made a profit last season.

Calgary:

GC – If Franklin Badger, Marcus Forrest, and Leon Ludeman can prove 2052 wasn’t a fluke and Calgary’s 
young arms prove they are ready for the BBA, the Pioneers will have one of the best rotations in the 
Johnson.

BC – You lost 14 games and 1M fans compared to 2051 last season – which hurt more?  Wrong.  The answer 
is, still being the third draw in a city behind stampede and hockey.



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Frontier DivisionChad Nason

Las Vegas:

GC – Might have the best pitching staff top to bottom in all of BBA. CF Kidane Ata is rated an 80/75, so that’s 
pretty good. He and Tom Rudge will help carry the offense that isn’t as powerful as years past.

BC – You signed a guy that’s out for 15 months and whose career may be over, but all you do is keep 
winning.  Am I doing something wrong with my team?

Phoenix:

GC – Starting the Spring strong with a 9-1 record, this group of veterans is looking great. And we’re not 
talking about the Toledo Liberty this time! Phoenix is currently on pace to have ZERO players on the IL 
come Opening Day - a true miracle.

BC – See Vegas – Smiley sounds like the perfect guy to sign with Phoenix.  You’re pitching staff is, well, meh, 
but it wont matter because you wont finish the season with the same guys anyway.

Edmonton:

GC – Chris Moran has a resurgent season and put up 2.7 WAR and Aki Kondo comes over to see what he’s 
got left in the tank. A mix of veterans and young bats round out this perfectly average team will be on the 
cusp of breaking .500 in the Frontier.

BC – Hey, almost breaking .500 in the Frontier is an accomplishment.  But then again, Ron Collins is no 
longer a GM and we are still talking about what a good job he has done – that’s an accomplishment. 



Good Cop / Bad Cop
Frontier DivisionChad Nason

Boise:

GC – The Spuds finished above .500 for the first time since 2045 and now adds RHP Bernie Stuart, who is 
always a Nebraska candidate. Gary Allen and Pepe Madrid will carry the offense and the Spuds into the 
postseason for just the fourth time in franchise history.

BC – Yeah, you were above .500 for the first time since 2045. Will you be embarrassed when Rocky 
Mountain makes it to the playoffs before you?  

Rocky Mountain:

GC – New GM, Brett Golden, is definitely not new to shaking things up a bit. A newly revamped identity and 
roster sees perennial Silk candidate, Hector Cano Jr., leave for greener pastures. Resurrection Santos III 
looks to fill his shoes and the Oysters have a legitimate shot at a wild card spot.

BC – A new name, a new city, seemingly a new roster, and definitely a new strategy.  But, will it be enough to 
finally shed the stink that came from having a British owner for so long?  Start by trading you’re, by far, best 
player and see what happens.  What the hell.



League Preview
Johnson League James Walker

The New Orleans Crawdads won the Atlantic Division for the third time in a row in 2052 in their quest 
for another title. They were 98-64 after winning 108 in their Brewster Championship season. Atlantic 
City was a close second at 94-68 to take a wildcard spot. Montreal was 93-59 and Charm City was 88-
74 earning them both wildcard spots.

Jacksonville finished at 75-87 as their team depth was an issue all season. It appears that their playoff 
window has closed. Charlotte struggled to a 68-74 season as their starters walked too many batters 
while their bullpen failed when called to bail them out. The aging Rockville Pikemen went 66-96 but 
the future looks bright with their young pitching. Finally, the Brooklyn Robins put up their seventh 
straight 100+ loss season with a 59-103 record. The team’s hitters posted a -2.3 WAR for the season 
while all their starters ended with less than 10 WAR. There is no where to go but up for this team.

The off season saw a ton of movement of executive management in the division. Atlantic City’s GM had 
to step aside and was replaced by El Paso GM John Momberg. Charlotte Cougars GM Brett Golden 
resigned his position and took the El Paso post then helped engineer the move to Golden, Colorado to 
be named the Rocky Mountain Oysters. Cougars scrambled and hired Taylor Skidmore from the GBC’s 
Cairo Pharaohs. Jacksonville’s GM was replaced with Sao Paolo Pilots GM Dan Rigatoni. 



League Preview
Johnson League

James Walker

Johnson League Atlantic Predictions:

New Orleans Crawdads – 93-69
Montreal Blazers – 91-71
Charm City Jimmies – 90-72
Atlantic City Gamblers – 85-77
Rockville Pikemen – 72-90
Jacksonville Hurricanes – 70-92
Charlotte Cougars – 68-94
Brooklyn Robins – 65-97



League Preview
Johnson League - Atlantic James Walker

2052 Season 59-103

Key Losses- 2B Rocky Wattson (0.6 WAR), SP Juan Guerrero (0.5 WAR), SP Armando Feliciano (0.5 WAR) and SS Enrique 
Hernandez (0.2 WAR).

Gains- RP Gilberto Sosa (POR FA 1.1 WAR), 1B Raul Fernandez (SEA FA 4.2 WAR) and 2B Stephen Geloran, Jr (LV FA 2.7 WAR).

2053 Season

Starting Pitchers- The Robins lost young starter Juan Guerrero to free agency and will look to other young pitchers to replace him. 
The Robins will get a full season from Nasih bin Amid after a mid-season trade from Vancouver. In 11 starts for Brooklyn he was 4-
4 with a 3.62 ERA while striking out 60 and walking 31. Jose Bray is another starter picked up in a mid-season trade from Las 
Vegas. He made 14 starts and posted a bloated 6.00 ERA for the Robins. Garth Gunn is another starter picked up in trade from 
Vegas. These three hurlers have high stuff but do give up some homers. To round out the rotation they have Eric Buckson and 
Xiao-shuang Chi. Chi has suffered from a torn labrum and has been out since July 30, 2052. He should be ready for Opening Day.

Bullpen- The Robins will lean on Arnold Cantrell, newly acquired Gilberto Sosa and Siu-chung Zhan in the late innings to get 
some saves. These relievers fit the same high stuff/low movement profile that Brooklyn deploys. The low leverage guys will be
Vonne Baloloy, Bruno Bugbie and Leonard Thompson. These three have shown improvement and can be that bridge to the high 
leverage guys.

Position Players- Gerardo Eremitani will be the main backstop for the Robins. Eremitani hits with power and frame pitches well. 
He won’t cost you runs behind the plate and will hit 25+ homers, hit around .240 and put up about 2.5 WAR.

1B Raul Fernandez provides Brooklyn with a solid hitter and defender at a corner infield position. Last season for Seattle he hit 30 
homers with 88 RBI and slashed .284/.365/.529 with a 142 OPS+. He plays 1B very well at his age.

Brooklyn Robins 
Prediction 65-97



League Preview
Johnson League - Atlantic James Walker

Stephen Geloran, Jr will get the chance to play second for the Robins. Geloran provide good defense at the keystone and hits well 
enough to keep the line going. He has some power as he hit 20 homers for Vegas last season.

3B Mufeed Hamal is another one of these infielders that need a glove to offer something to go with their light hitting. He slashed 
.286/.339/.407 with an OPS+ of 97 but his defense dragged his WAR to 0.

SS Javier Hernandez is just more of the same. He is a lawsuit waiting to happen with his defense and doesn’t do enough on offense. 
He posted a -2.1 WAR in 2052.

LF is a platoon with Gordon Ford and Ricardo Sanchez. Diego gets in on the action too in left and right field. Gordon is the 
stronger hitter, and he gets to see more at bats.

CF Chris McFadden is the star on this team. He is a centerfielder in name only as he shouldn’t play there as it looks like he would 
be a better left fielder. He was having a good season at the plate before going down with a broken kneecap. He had 3 homers 19 
ribbies in 181 at bats with a .326 average. He had a .378 OBP and a .837 OPS before his season was cut short.

Don McKinney shares RF with Sanchez and Diego but McKinney should receive the bulk of playing time. He played CF last season 
after McFadden went down and well with 9 homers 43 RBI and slashed .286/.327/.417 with a 96 OPS+.

The DH is likely Mike LeBlanc. The only glove LeBlanc should own is a batting glove because if the ball isn’t hit at him, he isn’t 
getting it. He makes contact and rarely walks 

GM Ben Heuring still has work to do. He has shored up the defense and offense on the right side of the infield. The next few drafts 
should be important for this team to fix more positions.



League Preview
Johnson League - Atlantic

James Walker

Jacksonville Hurricanes
GM Dan Rigatoni (pandan)
Lifetime Record 3-2

2052 Season 75-87

Key Losses- RF Pedro Huerta (4.7 WAR), 1B Pancho Costa (2.9 WAR), CF Tommy Holman (1.2 WAR), 2B Carlos Fernandez (1.1 WAR), 
RP Chung Chan (1.1 WAR), SP Stephen Best (trade with Des Moines 2.3 WAR) and SS Larry Barkin (trade with Des Moines 1.2 WAR).

Gains- SS Wagaw Fakihi (ELP FA 0.7 WAR), 1B Tyson Barber (via trade with Des Moines 0.2 WAR), 2B Ka’im Muntasir (via trade with 
Des Moines 0.1 WAR) and C Spencer Hillson (LV FA 2.4 WAR).

2053 Season

Starting Pitchers- The Jacksonville Hurricane starters are middle of the road guys that can get on a roll. They need some help from 
their defense and an offense that can consistently provide runs support. Peter Dean and Luis Rubio are the old vets in this group. All 
seven pitchers in Spring Training except Juan Cruz made double digit starts last season and worked out of the ‘pen. They allow too 
many walks and give up too many homers while not throwing a bunch of innings. Rubio, Dean and Bennion will be asked to shoulder 
the load.

Bullpen- Seung-cheol Kim and Alejandro Chave are the only real options out of the ‘pen. Kim has great stuff with a 99-101 mph 
fastball that he throws sidearm coupled with a hard sinker. Last season he allowed 2.5 HR/9 while striking out just 22.2 % of hitters. 
Chavez has equal stuff but throws from a ¾ arm slot with a fastball and a splitter. He suppressed homers well allowing just 0.5 HR/9.

Jacksonville Hurricanes 
Prediction 70-92



League Preview
Johnson League - Atlantic

James Walker

Position Players-

Dwayne Duce is the starter by default as the Hurricanes have no options in the minors but may make a signing during Spring 
Training. Duce had 264 at bats last season and started 80 games. He slashed .288/.339/.413 with 5 homers and 33 RBI but can’t be
depended on to carry that on for 400+ at bats. His defense is ok but he is better as the caddy for a legit starter.

First base looks to be a platoon with newly acquired Tyson Barber to face righties and Gary Brooks to handle the lefties. Jim
Hopewell could be an option if he somehow beats out Brooks in camp.

Ka’im Muntasir is another newcomer to the Hurricane organization. The second baseman can also play third base and short but is 
better suited for second. He doesn’t provide much offensively but plays decent defense and is cheap. He has just a few major league 
at bats and is at that age when players begin to improve in the majors.

Stefan Adilov was brought in from the GBC last season and he played well for the Hurricanes. He hit .272 with 13 HR and 62 RBI while 
getting on base at a .343 clip. His defense has a lot to be desired at third, but he can play at second. He posted 2 WAR in 2052.

Wagaw Fakihi was signed to probably play SS for the Hurricanes as they plenty of players that can play there defensively but not be 
able to hit. Fakihi benefitted from his home park on El Paso, so this writer doesn’t know what to expect from him offensively. 

LF is patrolled by Dane Licht. Licht is another GBC defector that was signed by Jacksonville in 2052. He hit well slashing 
.288/.352/.444 with a 108 wRC+ and a 1.1 WAR. He hit 16 homers and drove in 68 runs. He will play mostly in the field but will DH on 
some days while Yoshitoki Goto will get some playing time against right handers.

Sawyer Slizz is not the player that he once was. Since signing with Jacksonville, he has gone through a series of injuries that have 
sapped his strength and speed. 2052 was horrible as he slashed .215/.270/.402 with a 0.3 WAR. His defense has slipped to the point 
where he is a liability in CF.

Jude Stephens is the starter in RF for the Hurricanes and doesn’t have the range to help aging CF Sawyer Slizz. He does have a great 
arm but tends to throw the ball away and commit other errors. He hit 18 HR with just 49 RBI in in 2052 with a 123 OPS+ and a 1.2 WAR.

This team has plenty of cap space and there are plenty of free agents left that help them this season. New GM Dan Rigatoni has 
already made some moves to improve his team in just a short time. He was hired in short notice but is up for the challenge.



League Preview
Johnson League - Atlantic

James Walker

Montreal Blazers 
GM Douglas Aiton (datom25)
Lifetime Record 154-108

2052 Season 93-69 Wildcard

Key Losses- C Bruce McKinley (4.3 WAR), SP Thomas Turner (3.2 WAR), RF Norhisa Yokoyama (2.5) and LF Peter Crocker (1 
WAR).

Gains- SP Ricardo Tapia (SYD/GBC FA 3.3 WAR), LF Pablo Lara (El Paso FA 2,9 WAR), C Rainer Scheffer (POR FA 1.5 WAR), LF 
Topan Adjeng (Des Moines FA 0.1 WAR) and RF Seabastian Fradesso (NO FA 0.1 WAR).

2053 Season

Starting Pitchers- The Blazers have 5 starters returning from last season’s playoff team and now will add Cheslav Evgrafov. 
Evgrafov is returning from surgery on his pitching elbow to remove bone chips and will add to this already capable staff. They 
were led by Bill Mills coming off a 16-7 campaign. He threw 230 2/3 innings while allowing just 12 homers and 75 earned runs. He
posted a 2.93 ERA with a 1.15 Whip with 132 Ks and61 walks. He finished the season with a 4.9 WAR. Ralph Boyd (15-8) threw 205 
22/3 innings, Boris Milatovic (10-8) threw 195 1/3, Ricardo Tapia (8-5) gave 157 2/3 innings and finally Carl Vincent (13-2) 
contributed 129 2/3 innings. This group pitches to contact and lets their defense get the outs. Montreal has plenty of depth in the 
minors that can step in for short time if injuries should strike.

Bullpen- Montreal has Max Birstall, Toby Bundy, Rob Anthony and Sergio Perez that can carry take over in the late innings and 
work out of jams by getting hitters to put the ball on the ground and inducing double plays. Jorge Rivera and Fernando Moran are
middle relievers that won’t rack up the innings because the starters can get deep into games.

Montreal Blazers
Prediction 91-71



League Preview
Johnson League - Atlantic

James Walker

Position Players-

C John Stanley may be a year out of taking the job outright for Montreal, so they signed Rainer Scheffer to a one-year deal. 
Scheffer is wrecked but if he stays on the field, he can produce close to 2 War in 300+ at bats. Staley may make the team out of 
Spring Training but look for him to show up sometime in May. Jake Rising will back up Scheffer in the meantime.

Former left fielder Bastiao Fardos was converted to first base by the Blazers and should produce offensively against right 
handers.

The Blazers have Hanbal Sayyid for the future, but they still have a player in the present with Lineu Aldo at second base. Aldo is 
serviceable at second but his bat to ball skills are in regression.

Edgardo Gonzalez is a three-time All Star at third base and had a good 2052 at the plate. He hit 31 homers driving in 98 runs while 
slashing .292/.352/.533 with an OPS+ of 130 and 5.2 WAR.

Dick Walton will get the starts at short, but his range is not as great as it once was, and he may need a position move soon. He had 
an off year at the plate last season, but history shows he usually bounces back after a down year.

Left Fielder Pablo Lara was signed out of free agency and will probably relegate Fuad Demirel to DH or play some in RF. Lara 
walks more and strikeouts less and brings some pop to the lineup while providing defense in left.

Pedro Rosales is the only option in center, but he has no range. He contributes to the offense with a 114 wRC+ and a 3.2 WAR.

Brett Powers is the incumbent in right, but he has struggled the last two seasons and will probably be displaced by Fuad
Demeirel. He still has dangerous power, but he hasn’t shown that skill to great effect in a while either.

DH Carlton Casson can pitch out of the bullpen, but he can dominate right-handed pitchers at the plate. If he could manage at 
least 350 to 400 at bats against righties he could put up some great numbers.

GM Douglas Aiton has this team poised for greatness. Now he needs the BBA Gods to help them out.



League Preview
Johnson League - Atlantic James Walker

Atlantic City 
GM- John Momberg (chicoruiz)
Lifetime Record 603-867

2052 Season 94-68 Wildcard

Key Losses- SP Dan Small (4.7 WAR), 1B Joe Melucci (2.9 WAR), SP Enrique Lopez (2.4 WAR), 1B Cinema Jones (0.7 WAR and 2B 
Edgardo Encarnacion (0.6 WAR).

Gains- 2B Pete Brace (Acquired via trade with the Rocky Mountain Oysters for 1B Jones 2.5 WAR), 1B Oliverio Luna (PHO- FA 0.8 
WAR) and SS Breslan Hadingham (Rule V pick from Mexico City)

2053 Season

Starting Pitchers- The Gamblers have a one-two punch of lefty starters in Carlos Flores and Jimmy Huggins. Flores and Huggins 
combined for 26 wins for Atlantic City and pitched 382 1/3 innings. Flores has seen his strikeout rate fall the last two seasons, but 
he has adapted by working on his control and keeping the ball down. Righty Cheuk-yan Liu should sit in between those two 
lefties but he gives up a lot of big flies. Liu has great stuff though and he should see a bump in K%. Righty Kevin Shepard doesn’t 
have the pitching ability of Flores and Huggins, but he does a great job of keeping the ball in the park. The 27-year-old threw 183 
innings posting a 12-5 record striking out only 89 and walking 42. He allowed just 12 homers which was just 0.6 HR per 9. With the 
losses of Dan Small and Enrique Lopez the Gamblers will have to depend on Topan Adjeng and GBC transplant Jayden Nicholls to 
eat some innings. GM John Momberg may make a signing or two to fill in the back end of the rotation.

Atlantic City Gamblers
Prediction 85-77
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Johnson League - Atlantic

James Walker

Bullpen- Closer Steven Flannery leads this group and has the stamina to make two or three inning relief appearances. Roger Koch 
throws an upper 90’s fastball but is susceptible to the homer as he has given up double digit homers for the last 4 seasons. Robert 
Wilson is in the ‘pen but can start when needed for the Gamblers. He has great stuff, keeps the ball in the park and induces lots of 
grounders. 

Position Players- The pitchers will be handled by veteran catcher Octavio Moreno. Moreno provides power and on base ability with
his handling of this pitching staff. He slashed .283/.355/.491 with 25 homers and 83 RBI along with a 121 OPS+ and a 3.9 WAR.

1B Oliverio Luna was out of baseball in 2052 after spending three seasons with the Phoenix Talons. This writer doesn’t know what 
Luna has left in the tank and Momberg will more than likely find a replacement. 

2B may be manned by Don Perez. Perez can play 2B and 3B as does Ernesto Gonzalez, but Perez has the better ability to turn the 
double play. Perez slashed .270/.301/.409 while Gonzalez was much better with a .330/.352/.479 slash line. Carlos Benitez is also in 
the running at second with his defense and his ability to get on base. 

Asher Chuang is a prototypical all glove no bat SS. He can put up some great fielding stats but can’t hit above .200. He will provide 
positive WAR.

LF Juan Rivera is beginning to show his age but still put up a nice season in 2052. His average dropped to .288 and his slug fell to 
.560 but he still gets on base at .375. He hit 34 homers with 88 RBI and posted an OPS+ of 143 and a 4.8 WAR. He played great
defense in LF committing just four errors.

CF John Oliver is a good fielder but also struggles at the plate. The Gamblers would love to have him hit like he did in 2051 than 
what he did last season. The .191/.233/.256 slash line dragged his WAR down below 0.

Jose Romero will be the Opening Day right fielder. The 2052 Puckett Award winner at RF hit 30 homers and drove in 85 runs while 
fielding his position like an All Star. He posted a 5.1 WAR and a 150 OPS+.

Pete Brace is not the answer defensively at second but will be better off in left. Brace does make up for his defense with his offense 
as he hit 32 bombs and drove in 101 ribbies while scoring 107 runs. Brace will play better at DH, and he does put butts in the seats.

GM John Momberg is up to the task here and will make some moves soon that will get some depth on this team.



League Preview
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Rockville Pikemen
GM Jim Slade (JimSlade)
Lifetime Record 297-321

2052 66-96

Key Losses- LF Gilberto Villanueva (0.6 WAR), SS Chip Puckett (0.5) and LF Matthew Reilly (0.5 WAR).

Gains- LF Bronx Cortez (SFB FA 3.4 WAR), SS Socrates Kazantziakis (TOK/GBC FA 3.2 WAR) and SP Danya Tchekanov (POR FA 0.1 
WAR).

2053 Season

Starting Pitchers- Has all five of their starters from the 2052 season returning with Nasir al din bin Sahir their likely #1. Sahir has 
put together consecutive 177 1/3 inning seasons with 109 Ks in ’51 and 119 in ’52. He also decreased his walks and suppressed his 
home run rate. He will be joined by Nathaniel Davis, Matt McCartney and Luis Gonzalez. The Pikemen have two young pitchers in 
camp in Yoshimatsu Miyauchi and Jafar Haamid. One or both two may make the team out of Spring Training or Rockville will go 
with Felipe Mendez or even Danya Tchekanov. Tchekanov’s best years are behind him but pitched out of the ‘pen effectively for 
Portland last season.

Bullpen- The bullpen is a collection of players that can get you through games, but the outcome will be a toss-up. Sergio Torres is 
a guy that throws junk but keeps the ball in the park and eats innings. He has pitched over 300 innings the last three seasons. Juan 
Manuel blew some leads last season as he allowed too many baserunners as he posted a 2.01 Whip in 61 2/3 innings. 

Rockville Pikemen
Prediction 72-90
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Position Players-

The Pikemen have two catchers that can hit but the best of the two is Garm Guldemond. Guldemon is a better defensive player 
and handles pitchers well. Rockville will do well in trying to get both bats in the lineup.

Vasco Fonzarelli can play all the infield positions but is best at 1B. Fonzarelli has a good eye and has power to the pull side. Last 
season he slashed .242/.321/.458 with 28 homers and 75 ribbies. He is a switch hitter with his weakness against left handers.

Heng-zong Guan will be the starter at second with Cam Whitten the likely backup with Daryl Tibbett a depth piece. Guan had just 
428 plate appearances and hit .250 with 8 homers and 45 RBI. He had 19 doubles and 3 triples while posting a 0.6 WAR. 
Defensively he can hold his own but won’t win any fielding Yogi Zimmers. 

Rockville has the versatility to play three players at 3B, but they will most likely stick with Richard Wright at the hot corner. 
Wright hit 17 homers and drove in 62 homers last season and posted a 0.5 WAR. He has the arm to play his position but will have 
to rely on his SS to cover more ground because of his limited range.

The Pikemen brought in Tokyo Pearls Socrates Kazantziakis to be their next SS. Socrates could hit in the GBC and was worth 1.5 
wins with his glove. He has range, a great arm and can turn a double play.

Bronx Cortez had a career year for the San Fernando Bears in 2052 and was signed by the Pikemen through the 2056 season. He 
hits right handers well enough but can struggled against lefties. Last season he slashed .284/.350/.532 with a wRC+ of 138 and a 
3.7 WAR. He plays solid defense in either right or left field.

It appears that Varnik Tuncay will move from left to center. Tuncay has less than 300 big league plate appearances and played 
360+ innings in center. He put up 1.2 WAR last season in 194 plate appearances. 

The best player on this team is Julio Barajas. The veteran right fielder slashed .293/.342/.536 with 32 homers and 102 RBI. He put 
up a 124 wRC+ and 2 WAR. His defense has slipped to the point to where he should be a DH or be replaced by a better defender 
late in games.

Rockville has some player opt outs in the next two years so this team could be a together just a short time. They have plenty of
cap room this season and GM Jim Slade always makes some deals and free agent acquisitions to better this team.



League Preview
Johnson League - Atlantic James Walker

New Orleans Crawdads
GM Jim Roberts (JimBob2232)
Lifetime Record 5178-4518

2052 Season 98-64 Atlantic Division Champion

Key Losses- SP Zak Johnson (4.4 WAR), RP Renato Lacerda (2.4 WAR), SS Sid Turcotte (1.9 WAR), RP Alberto Rodriguez (1.7 WAR) 
and 1B Brody Bond (1.1 WAR).

Gains- SP Jim Wilkinson (SFB FA 2.8 WAR), SP Mike MacRobb (BOI FA 1.1 WAR) and LF Matthew Reilly (ROC FA 0.2 WAR)

2053 Season  

Starting Pitchers- The defending Atlantic Division Champs New Orleans Crawdads lose their #2 starter Zak Johnson to free 
agency but replace him with Jim Wilkinson. Wilkinson was 14-6 last season with a 4.09 ERA. He #1 starter is still Billy Kelly. Kelly 
was eased into his role after working out of the ‘pen for three seasons. He adapted well throwing 199 2/3 innings in 2051 and
another 203 in 2052. He posted a 3.52 ERA with 182 Ks in ’51 and 3.55 202 Ks in ’52. He finished the season 15-4. Steven Anderton, 
Cristian Garcia and Arthur Rogalski round out the rotation.

Bullpen- The ‘pen will have some good options with reliever Albert Rodriguez, Frank Benitez, John Lucas and Edward Morrow. 
Marcos Gonzales and Fred Reddy will provide some help in the middle innings. Young Closer Arturo Trevino will get a full 
season of work to prove he can handle high leverage game situations. The loss of Lacerda will hurt this team but the young 
players are going to be counted on to make up for it. Mike MacRobb may be used out of the bullpen to give some innings, but he 
will be limited. 

New Orleans Crawdads
Prediction 93-69
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Position Players-

Todd Tatlock is the starter behind the plate for New Orleans, but the Crawdads are crowded behind the plate with rookie Jim 
Inman trying to crash the party and make John Todd expendable. Tatlock steals strikes, throws out runners and handles the 
pitching staff well while also slashing .300/.323/.380 and posting 3 WAR.

The Crawdads may use a platoon at first base with Nigel Laverick II playing against righties and Carlos Lopez going against 
righties. This could go in a different direction so stay tuned.

Mahine Karetu can play 2B and 3B but he will probably settle in at second this season. The Crawdas want his OBP to improve after 
a down season in ’52.

3B Mal Fountain had a down year average and on base wise but still hammered 26 homers with 110 runs driven in. His defense is
still playable, and he posted a 2.2 WAR.

Felipe Reyna has finally come of age as he excelled at second base in 2052 putting up 4 WAR and was downright dirty with the 
glove in the field. It looks like he may be moving back to SS this season.

Luis Estrada is the LF while newly acquired Matthew Reilly will be the DH. Estrada was an offensive force last season as he hit 50 
HR and drove in 132 runs. He posted a 159 UPS+ with 6.6 WAR.

Jared Boll is the man in charge in the outfield. His defense has improved but he doesn’t provide much with his bat.

RF Juan Donestevez remains one of the most dangerous hitters in the league. He slashed .332/.417/.528 with 16 HR and 63 RBI. He 
has a 148 OPS+ and a 5.2 WAR. He spends most of his time in right but has played a decent center field in a pinch.

The Crawdads will have Montreal and Charm City breathing down their neck and will be hard pressed to stay one step ahead.
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Charm City Jimmies
GM David Burcicki (DaveB)
Lifetime Record 607-495

2052 Season 88-74 Wildcard

Key Losses- RF Al Garrett (1.7 WAR) and 3B Imazighen Kibasila (0.3 WAR)

Gains- 1B Joe Melucci (ATC FA 2.9 WAR) and SS Henri Charriere (Acquired via Trade with Chicago 2.8 WAR)

2053 Season

Starting Pitchers- The Jimmies return their staff from their 2052 wildcard playoff team. These guys are a collection of pitchers with 
either high stuff or high movement. Rannal Seldon begins his 3rd season for Charm City. He is trying to come back from a season 
where he walked over 4 batters per 9 while his K’s dropped to 5.6 per 9. Richard Bullock was solid as were Jared Sanchez and 
Waseem bin Suhayb. Ryan Cline and Mike Griffin both made small improvements, but Cline may lose his starting spot in the 
rotation to Sanchez or bin Auhayb. The Jimmies will have some depth in the minors that can fill in when one of these guys go 
down.

Bullpen- The Charm City bullpen is strong with guys like Manny Zamora, Gerardo Rea, Wayne Dorsey, Manuel Barrera and Pat 
Waites. This group combined for 27 holds, 42 saves and a 22-15 record. Barrera and Rea posted 2.2 and 2 WAR respectively. 
Charm City will have Siua Hooheno as a potential middle reliever early in the season if he makes the team out of Spring Training. 
He has good stuff and struck out batters at a 30% rate in AAA last season. Lindsey Barber rounds out the ‘pen and with his stamina 
can give them another weapon late in games.

Charm City Jimmies
Prediction 98-72



League Preview
Johnson League - Atlantic James Walker

Position Players-

Charm City’s catcher situation is strange. They have Hasbi Yazicizade that hits well but doesn’t work well with the staff and is 
inept behind the plate. Then they have Hollis O’Hara that can’t hit but is a pitcher whisperer and is a wizard behind the plate.
O’Hara’s hitting ratings have crashed and may be on the way out. But the question for the Jimmies is, “Do we keep him just for his 
defense?” That will depend on what Ben Bryant can do in Spring Training. The young catcher played in AAA last season and 
posted a 1.9 WAR. 

1B Colm Alker had a solid season for Charm City and will be the starter at first. He hit 32 HR with 75 ribbies and slashed 
.318/.392/.589 with a 155 OPS+. 

2B Dave Ackerman is the 2052 Yogi Zimmer Diamond Glove winner and is consistent but not great with the bat. He is just 22 years 
old and has time to improve. He posted a 3.4 WAR last season.

3B is manned by Tsuyoshi Kobayashi for the Jimmies. He will not dazzle you with his glove work but he won’t cost you wins either. 
He will win you games with his bat. He put up a 121 wRC+ with 36 HR and 107 RBI. He will strikeout a lot, but he gets the job done.

Charm City has cornered the market on shortstop but only one of those guys can field his position. The Jimmies traded for former
Mad Popes SS Henri Charriere to vac up anything hit his way. He hit well in 2052 and posted 3 WARS for Sacramento.

Tadataka Yoshikawa and Shirai Matsumoto shared left field duties last season, but Yoshikawa will continue to get the bulk of the 
playtime time with Matsumoto splitting time at DH.

CF Mike Cox is a nice young fielder than will keep improving. He posted 1.8 WAR last season with a combination of his defense
and an evolving offense.

Kazunari Chikafuji is slotted in as the everyday right fielder. He plays great defense and will also provide decent offensive 
production.  This team is young and cheap. The Jimmies have $36 million in cap space as of this writing with tons of talent on this 
team.

2053 Prediction 90-72
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Charlotte Cougars
GM Taylor Skidmore (taylskid)
Lifetime Record 84-78

2052 Season 68-94

Key Losses- 3B Blaine Tyler (1.6 WAR), SP Edwin Harney (1 WAR), SP Mike Jayne (0.5), RP Juan Rodriguez (0.1 WAR), 1B Erik 
Wignes (0.1) and RF Aaron Haney (via trade w/Des Moines 3.8 WAR)

Gains- SP Alaric Wullenweber (via trade w/Des Moines 3.2 WAR)

2053 Season

Starting Pitchers- The Cougars return the bulk of their starting rotation for the 2053 season. The leader of the staff was Lance
Harrison. Harrison was moved aside after the big acquisition via trade of Alaric Wullenweber. This gives the Cougars four 
effective starters that should eat some innings and make the bullpen shorter for Charlotte this season. Hector Fuentes is probably 
the #5 a toss up between John McClain and Trey Raynor probably working out of the bullpen.

Bullpen- The Charlotte bullpen didn’t get the job done in 2052 but this group will try to bounce back. They will be leaning on the 
group of Brian Smith, Micheal Dixon, Sebastian Seabert and Jae-ho Chang. Smith missed the bulk of 2052 after having surgery to 
remove bone chips in his throwing elbow. Dixon gave up 7 homers in 55 innings and walked too many hitters. Seabert was even 
worse giving up 6 homers in 26 innings with a slightly lower walk rate. Chang pitched well for Charlotte after coming off multiple 
nagging injuries last season. The remaining bullpen spots are up for grabs.

Charlotte Cougars
Prediction 68-94
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Position Players-

Catcher Adalgiso Bosendorfer was acquired from Montreal in June of last season and has cemented his spot as the starter in 
Charlotte. He will be backed up by Dave Butler and there is some depth in AAA with Carl Thibodeaux waiting his turn.

1B will be a question with Yalew Angolwisye and Bob Irwin in the mix. Angolwisye has the edge offensively power-wise, but Irwin 
is the better defender. Angolwisye will probably get some DH at bats. 

2B is ageing veteran Pedro Diaz. The former Seattle and Twin Cities player took the job last season. He played good defense and 
provided just enough on offense slashing .297/.329/.369. He posted an 82 OPS+ and 1.3 WAR.

3B will have two capable players that also play other position to give the Cougars flexibility. Brian Dixon plays third and first 
while not embarrassing himself at the plate. Carlos Gutierrez can play second, third, short and the corner outfield positions. 
Carlos had a down year last season and Charlotte is expecting more out of this player at the plate.

SS Robert Menzies is one of the few good hitting shortstops in this league. Last season he battled some small injuries that effected 
his defense and his bat as he had a down year. A down year for Menzies was just 2.4 WAR and slashing .300/.378.407 at the plate 
while his ZR dropped to -0.9 and his defensive efficiency drop from 1.031 to .992.

Lorenzo Bueno can play all three outfield positions. He is a good defender but is a replacement level hitter. He will see time in 
left, center and right.

Journeyman Michel Noel has a nice glove and a bat that disappears for it seems seasons. He put up some good numbers for 
Charlotte last season hitting .286 and getting on base at a .310 clip. He was 17 of 17 in stolen bases and posted a 1.7 WAR.

With the loss of Haney there is no clear-cut replacement. This could end up a platoon situation, a late signing or another trade to 
fill this spot.

New GM Taylor Skidmore is making big moves to improve this team.
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Johnson League Frontier Predictions:

Mexico City Aztecs – 100-62
Las Vegas Hustlers – 97-65
Calgary Pioneers – 85-77
Phoenix Talons – 80-82
Boise Spuds – 79-83
Edmonton Jackrabbits – 75-87
San Antonio Outlaws – 74-88
Rocky Mountain Oysters – 68-94

With an extra $10 million 

in cap, there’s been a lot 

of moves to talk about! 



League Preview
Johnson League - Frontier

Mike Bauer

General Manager: Fred Holmes                                 

2052 record: 107 - 55   (Won BBA championship)                                

Key Losses:                                  

• LF Jeffrey Smith (FA/LOU)
• SS Juan Medrano (FA/DM)
• CF Arvin Duggan (FA/???)
• RP Nelson Hoskin (FA/???)
• RP Reynold Voermans (FA/MAD)

Key Additions:

• RP Jose Ordonez (FA/VAN)
• SP Tak-Keung Liao (R5/LV)
• RP Adam Bristcoe (R5/SAC)

Mexico City Aztecs
Prediction 100-62

2053 Outlook:
After coming through in the 2052 playoffs and winning the whole 
thing, Mexico City has been relatively quiet apart from their ongoing 
championship fiesta.  The main departure to be concerned with is LF 
Jeffrey Smith.  Smith accounted for 36 homers and 128 RBI’s and won 
a Cartwright cup MVP.  Mexico still has two outstanding full-time 
outfielders in Felix Roman and Fernando Romero, so perhaps the 
Aztecs can fill in adequately.

On the pitching front, the team added a quality reliever in Jose 
Ordonez, and will also turn to a new duo of Rule V players.  Mexico 
City still has some cap money left to spend, so it’s likely a few big 
signings may be yet to come.

The Aztecs offense, which dominated in 2052 by scoring a half-run a 
game more than any other Johnson team, will continue to feast on 
opposing pitchers.  All-Star catcher Roelof Klooster hit .328 last year 
and he is locked up for another four years.  1B Keith Kerfoot, who had 
a breakout season in 2052, will try to maintain his new level of 
success (39 HR, 116 RBI’s).  The Aztecs do all of this at the plate 
despite playing in a park which slightly favors pitchers.

Speaking of pitchers, Mexico City still has 2052 Nebraska winner 
Dave Corfield leading the way.  The lefty is only 28 and recently 
signed a contract that will keep him as the Aztecs’ ace for several 
years to come.  He leads a dynamite young rotation that makes this 
team a lock for the 2053 playoffs.  The Aztecs may suffer a bit of a 
championship hangover, but they’ve still got the horses to rough up 
the Johnson competition.

2053 clueless prediction: 100 - 62 (-7)
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Las Vegas Hustlers
Prediction 97-65

2053 Outlook:
In the 2052 postseason, the Hustlers made the Aztecs work hard to reach 
the Monty Brewster Memorial Series in a 7-game Cartwright Round.  
Falling short of the championship round stung, and the main addition to 
help Las Vegas advance in 2053 is the addition of closer Renato Lacerda
from New Orleans.  Lacerda is making his return to the city that never 
sleeps, having recorded a championship with Vegas in 2049.  Lacerda
recorded a Johnson-high 53 saves in 2052, so a lot will be expected of the 
right-hander to anchor the bullpen and finish games.  

The remainder of the Hustlers additions were fairly minor, but Las Vegas 
did garner attention for signing Jacob Smiley fresh off a roofing accident 
that doomed his extremely short stint in Madison.  Smiley is a long-term 
investment, as the Hustlers realize that their new home improvement 
maven won’t be able to return to the mound until the middle of 2054 
unless medical progress speeds up.

Las Vegas did decide to cut bait with some veterans.  They’ll miss the 
power hitting of 2B Stephen Geloran Jr a bit, and someone will have to 
replace the catching duties of Spencer Hillson who had a career year by 
his standards (.277/.322/.415 and 2.4 WAR).  Las Vegas currently has 6 
catchers competing in spring training to eventually soak up Hillson’s at 
bats.  Former closer Mitchell Purssell departed via free agency and he 
won’t be present to spell Lacerda if needed.

The Hustlers are a talented club, but again will have trouble keeping 
pace with the Aztecs in 2053.  In order to make Mexico City sweat, the 
rotation will need to step up and veteran hitters such as outfielder Scotty 
Beemeup and Tom Rudge will have to greatly excel at the plate.

2053 clueless prediction: 97 - 65 (+2)

General Manager: Matt Rectenwald

2052 record: 94-68 (Lost to MEX 4-3 in Cartwright 
Round)                                

Key Losses:                                  

• 2B Stephen Geloran Jr (FA/BRO)
• C Spencer Hillson (FA/JAX)
• SS Damek Korbel (FA/EDM)
• CL Mitchell Purssell (FA/RM)

Key Additions:

• CL Renaldo Lacerda (FA/NO)
• SS Sven Burel (FA/GBC BUA
• SP Jacob Smiley (FA/MAD)
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Calgary Pioneers
Prediction 85-77

General Manager: Kevin Dickson

2052 record: 76 - 86                                                                 

Key Losses:                                  

• 3B Alfredo Rosas (FA/???)
• C Ben Scott (FA/???)
• LF Girolamo L’Archibudelli (FA/???)

Key Additions:

• C Bruce McKinley (FA/MTL)
• SP Nuhmeti Nuri (R5/MAD)
• 3B Mike Galloway (R5/EDM)

2053 Outlook:
The Pioneers are blaming their disappointing 2052 campaign on good ol’ 
bad luck.  Calgary recorded a Johnson-high -9 Pythagorean total. 
Pioneers fans who felt like they had a winning team actually saw the 
opposite when confronted with the BBA standings.  Calgary had the 
second-best team batting average behind the Aztecs, and no team in the 
Frontier struck out less at the plate.  

Nine-time All-Star DH Adam Backhouse clubbed 49 homers and 126 RBI 
with a .972 OPS. 1B Larry Stinson hit 40 homers of his own, so it wasn’t 
easy to pitch around Backhouse.  On the mound, 25-year old Franklin 
Badger broke out with a 3.05 ERA and a 20-10 record.  GBC convert Leon 
Ludeman cemented himself in the rotation with 13 wins and a 3.62 ERA.  If 
this duo can get more help at the end of the rotation, the Pioneers could 
be a team to be reckoned with.  Closer Joe Walter put it together in 2052 
with a 1.90 ERA and 32 saves and should finish games for years to come.

Calgary added a better defensive catcher in Bruce McKinley, but will 
miss the offensive production of Ben Scott (.282 average and 21 homers in 
2052).  The Pioneers also let veteran 3B Alfredo Rosas walk, probably 
due to his declining range at the hot corner.  They may try to replace him 
with Rule 5 acquisition Mike Galloway, who has been hot and cold as a 
major league hitter and spent 2052 in AAA. 

Calgary has a decent core whose luck could and should turn around in 
2053.

2053 clueless prediction: 85 - 77  (+9)
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Phoenix Talons
Prediction 80-82

General Manager: Sean Marko                                  

2052 record: 78 - 84                                              

Key Losses:                                  

• 1B Brad Parkinson (FA/???)
• RF Jorge Gutierrez (FA/???)
• CF Weaver Ripley (FA/???) 
• SP Albert Krant (FA/RM)

Key Additions:

• SP Emanuele Mercati (FA/MAD)
• CF Mannell Whanon (FA/LV)

2053 Outlook:
The Talons had a rough offseason with some significant losses.  The biggest exit 
was Brad Parkinson (49 home runs), who is still a free agent.  Along with B-Park, 
the Talons will miss RF Jorge Gutierrez, a steady 5-tool corner outfielder.  In 
center field, the Talons let Weaver Ripley walk due to a terrible .234 batting 
average.  His replacement at center, journeyman Manoell Whanon, should fare 
a little better.  

On the pitching side, Phoenix solidified their rotation with former Madison 
hurler Emanuelle Mercati.  He may be the ace of the rotation, with the 
disappointing Albert Krant now playing in the Rocky Mountains.  Last year the 
Talons struggled to find consistency in their rotation and a lot of players 
shuffled in and out of starting spots.  Hopefully the pitching will stabilize in 2053 
and allow one of the Johnson’s best offenses to flourish.  

Superstar Steven Collins III returns for his second season with the Talons.  His 
superior batting average gives the Talons lineup an element of consistency, 
and they finished third in runs scored in the Johnson in 2052.   LF John 
Molyneaux provides raw power, as does catcher Ichizo Sugiyama.  1B Ernest 
McBride will return from an injury-marred 2052 and if healthy should help fill 
the void left by Parkinson.

On the financial side, Phoenix is capped out and will have to manage their 
major league roster safely.  A trade may be pursued in order to find some cap 
flexibility for 2053.   Outside of Molyneaux, the roster is fairly old.   Phoenix 
may have its flaws, but the high-powered offense should help the team rebound 
a little in 2053.

2053 clueless prediction: 80 - 82 (+2)
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Boise Spuds
Prediction 79-83

General Manager: Woody Donahue                                  

2052 record: 84 - 78                                               

Key Losses:                                  

• SP Robin Cooper (FA/CHI)
• 2B Jack Nichols (FA/???)
• LF Cordell Vaugh (Trade/CHI)
• RP Mike MacRobb (FA/NO)
• LF Jim Antolin (FA/???)

Key Additions:

• SP Bernie Stuart (Trade/CHI)
• 2B Bob Williams (FA/GBC BUA)
• RP Dani Colomo (R5/CCJ)
• RP Henry Gibb (R5/CCJ)
• RP Dave O’Reilly (R5/YS9)

2053 Outlook:
The calling card of the Boise Spuds in 2052 was getting on base.  The 
Spuds valued hitters with a great eye, and they easily led the Johnson 
with 700 walks.  This is good, but they also swung for the fences and 
led the Johnson in strikeouts.

This approach  may be changing up a little bit for the Spuds.  This 
offseason they acquired 2B and super utility player Bob Williams, who 
is known for his power but not his patience.   Leaving Boise are hitters 
Jack Nichols and Jim Antolin, guys who posted .389 and .379 OBP 
respectively.

The pitching staff in Boise is an average one.  Last year veteran Robin 
Cooper had an awful year with a 5.73 and was let go in free agency.  
Boise made a big acquisition to replace him in Bernie Stuart.   
Acquired via trade, the former Black Sox hurler is only 28 and should 
provide consistency to this staff, which also has some promising young 
arms in Brian Ioneki and Gavrilovich Mastinsky.  The team also 
supplanted its bullpen with a trio of Rule V arms.  They will need to 
provide quality relief work for the Spuds to feature one of the best 
young closers in the league, Josh Dougherty. 

The Spuds could make some noise, but when I look at this team it feels 
like something is missing.  I think Boise will struggle to find their 
offensive identity, and some of the good pitching will go to waste.  The 
Spuds have a small bit of cap space to complete their roster, but not as 
much as most teams.  Divisions with eight teams are hard to predict, 
but it seems possible Boise could take a step back this year.

2053 clueless prediction: 79 - 83  (-5)
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Johnson League - Frontier

Mike Bauer

Edmonton Jackrabbits
Prediction 75-87

General Manager: Mike Bauer                                  

2052 record: 71 - 91                                              

Key Losses: 

• SP Gabriel Soto (FA/???)
• RP Jesus Rios (FA/HAW)
• RF Jose Salas (FA/???)
• CF Keith Schultz (FA/YS9)
• CL Joel Ottoboni (FA/???)

Key Additions:

• SS Daniel Korbel (FA/LV)
• CF Dan Flores (FA/SAC)
• DH Gonzalo Martinez (FA/LBC)
• 2B Scott Bell (FA/GBC CAI)
• C Parker Davenport (FA/OMA)
• SP Aki Kondo (FA/PHX)
• RP Jose Lopez (R5/CLG)

2053 Outlook:
The Jackrabbits looked like they were on the right path last year, hovering 
around the .500 mark and giving fans more hope.  But then the team 
struggled greatly in August and September and crashed down toward the 
bottom of the standings.

Again for 2053, Edmonton had a number of players with expiring contracts 
and has seen a lot of turnover.  The staff will have to survive the loss of SP 
Gabriel Soto, who managed a 3.91 ERA and provided some solid innings.  
The Jackrabbits will attempt to offset that loss by turning to the rubber arm 
of 39-year old starter Aki Kondo. Kondo will at least eat innings and keep 
the rotation stable.  But with the acquisition of Kondo and others, the 
Jackrabbits are a very old team outside of LF Bhumimitra Keshab.

Behind newcomers Daniel Korbel and Dan Flores however, the Jackrabbits 
could be a little better defensively and help support their pitching staff.  
Leading the rotation is effective starter Chris Moran, who recorded 10 wins 
and a 3.74.  Behind Moran and Kondo however, there is uncertainty.  
Veteran C Alberto Rodriguez will need to rebound after a miserable 2052 
outing, or lose playing time to newcomer Parker Davenport.  

The Jackrabbits might improve by a handful of wins in 2053 as they continue 
the slow and steady process of trying to rebuild their farm.

2053 clueless prediction: 75 - 87  (+4)
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San Antonio Outlaws
Prediction 73-89

General Manager: Wally Christensen                                  

2052 record: 74 - 88                                             

Key Losses:                                  

• LF Ramon Pagan (FA/???)
• CF Chuck Dickens (FA/???)

Key Additions:

• SS Jeremy Owbridge (FA/GBC SAO)

Much to the dismay of their fans, the Outlaws changed very little this offseason 
and the 74 win squad from 2052 remains mostly intact.  San Antonio did lose two 
bodies in the outfield in Ramon Pagan and Chuck Dickens.  It remains to be 
seen if either, who are still free agents, will be re-signed or if San Antonio will 
go another route to replenish their outfield.  Their lone free agent acquisition is 
SS Jeremy Owbridge.  Owbridge has had a fine GBC career and will try to 
adjust to the BBA.  Owbridge could be a solid contributor, but it may be difficult 
for him to justify the 6-year, $75 million dollar contract he signed with San 
Antonio. 

For San Antonio to improve, the pitching will need to step up.  In 2052, they 
allowed the second-most home runs to hitters in the Johnson.  The team has a 
young rotation, including Brody Picot and Sakutaro Kawano, that management 
hopes will take the next step.  The Outlaws also have a good young closer in 
Cristian Chavez when healthy.

The Outlaws’ best hitter is 25-year old 1B Majid Bin Husam.  He hit .319 with 20 
homers last year. His maturation will be key in any improvement the Outlaws’ 
offense hopes to make. Veteran catcher Calvin Johnson, who has 5 
championship rings from his time with Louisville and Las Vegas in the 2040’s, 
still plays great defense and has a reliable bat.

San Antonio had +6 Pythagorean in 2052, indicating a lucky outing last year.  
Even if Owbridge gives the Outlaws a lot of productivity, it’s hard to see them 
improving this year.

2053 clueless prediction: 73 - 89  (-1)



League Preview
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Mike Bauer

Rocky Mountain Oysters
Prediction 68-94

General Manager: Brett Golden                                  

2052 record: 71 - 91                                              

Key Losses:                                  

• CF Hector Cano Jr (Trade/DM)
• LF Pablo Lara (FA/MTL)
• LF Pete Brace (FA/ATC)
• 1B Masaki Sato (FA/HAW)
• CF Jorge Jopez (FA/PHX) 
• LF Julio Garcia (FA/CAL)

Key Additions:

• 3B Malik Bin Mazin (Trade/DM)
• SP Slobodan Omeragic (Trade/DM)
• LF Kieran Rinn (FA/GBC SYD)
• SP Albert Krant (FA/PHX)
• CL Mitchell Purssell (FA/LV)
• SP Antonio Hernandez (Trade/YS9)

2053 Outlook:
GM Brett Golden had arguably the busiest offseason in the BBA.  The team 
grew tired of the heat in El Paso as the Chilis, and like Joe Walsh are going 
to try the “Rocky Mountain Way”.  The team moved to a much more rural 
setting in Colorado City, CO and the team will have to transition to the 
higher elevation and a brand new hitters’ park.

In addition to the move and rebrand, the team swapped out a ton of players 
this offseason.  The team shook the BBA to its core, trading their 2-time 
Sawyer Silk winner CF Hector Cano Jr to Des Moines.  Coming in return 
from Des Moines is a promising young starter Slobodan Omeragic, albeit 
one who has struggled so far in the BBA.  

Also acquired in the deal was 3B Malik Bin Mazin, a gifted corner infielder 
who keeps improving and is a star in the making.  So it wasn’t a bad trade 
for Rocky Mountain, but a puzzling one because they could have sold a ton 
of Cano Jr. Oysters jerseys.  One obvious concern is how the team will 
replace Cano Jr, both offensively and defensively.  Talented prospect CF 
Resurrection Santos III might be ready for the pros, but he is only 20 and has 
enormous shoes to fill.  That’s a whole lot of pressure.

It’s hard to recap the sheer transactional volume of Rocky Mountain Oysters 
players.  A lot of free agents departed and many hopped on board.  The 
team also selected 3 players in the Rule V.  All this player turnover and the 
relocation may inevitably be good, but this all feels like a long-term 
endeavor.  No offense intended, but this almost seems more like an 
expansion team than a relocating team because of the sheer amount of 
player turnover both young and old.  We’ll see if it pays off in the long haul.

2053 clueless prediction: 68 - 94  (-3)
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Frick League Heartland Predictions:

Nashville Bluebirds – 100-62
Des Moines Kernals – 90-72
Twin Cities River Monsters – 89-73 
Louisville Sluggers – 79-83
Yellow Springs Nine – 74-88
Madison Wolves – 76-86
Omaha Cyclones – 74-88
Chicago Black Sox – 65-97



League Preview
Heartland Division

Woody Donahue

The FL Heartland, the division often referred to as the “best in the Brewster” despite having multiple rebuilding teams, 
and only one recent championship to its name.

Nashville is the owner of that championship, and came very close to a second last year, ultimately losing in the Brewster 
Series to Mexico City. They return with the same young core, and a chip on their shoulder as they look to reclaim the 
title.

Meanwhile, Des Moines wasn’t satisfied with simply breaking their streak of losing seasons, and they want to go all the 
way to the playoffs this year. Their GM wasted no time this off-season in completely restructuring the team, and trading 
for two bonafide superstars in the process.

The third real horse in the race is the Twin Cities River Monsters. They’re an offensive force, but are they well-rounded 
enough to pass Nashville for division supremacy?

Several other teams will be jockeying for an outside shot at the playoffs. Louisville is trying to squeeze one more 
winning performance out of its aging stars, and Madison seems to go through periods where they’re the hottest team on 
the planet, and others where they can’t buy a win.

Omaha, Yellow Springs, and Chicago are all in various stages of “building,” being careful not to call it “rebuilding,” 
since they’re all still holding out hope of getting hot and shifting back into contention
.
But a lot can happen during the season. The favorites now aren’t necessarily the ones we’ll be seeing come October, 
and we all know how a trade or two can completely change the outlook. For now, let’s all sit back and enjoy watching 
the “best” division in the Brewster play it out.



League Preview
Frick League - Heartland Woody Donahue

2052 record: 102-60, 1st place in Heartland

Notable additions: RP Callum Martin, RP Aelbehrt Schlöndorff

Losses (and 2052 WAR): RP Juan Cerda (-0.1), OF Fred Madden (-0.4), C Auno Määttä (-0.1)

Outlook: Just about everything went right for the Bluebirds last season, if you don’t pay attention to those four games 
where they got swept in the Brewster Series. And they’ve definitely got the talent for another run, having lost virtually 
none of their players from last season.

Wafid Bishr, winner of the last two FL Silk awards, is still the heart of the offense. Though his home run total dipped from 
52 to 37 last year, he actually gained a tick in on-base percentage. He also gets it done with his speed, legging out a 
league-leading 11 triples last season.

The critical piece of Nashville’s formula will be the guys who get on base ahead of Bishr, namely Jen-kan Zhai and 
Helmut Grün. Grün stumbled a bit last year after signing his lucrative six-year contract, and although any team would 
be happy with a 3-WAR contribution from their second baseman, the Bluebirds are paying him for a lot more than that. 
Zhai has been a solid contributor, and Nashville will be happy with a repeat of last year.

Nashville will also look forward to a full year from center fielder Theo Bourges, who missed the majority of the season 
with a torn MCL. It’ll be interesting to see how his speed holds up after such a serious leg injury, and whether he can 
still hold down center, or if Nashville will have to move him to a corner outfield spot. But it’s likely that Nashville will 
accept the loss of a step or two in center as long as his bat is in the lineup.

Nashville Bluebirds
Prediction 100-62



League Preview
Frick League - Heartland Woody Donahue

The pitching is lights-out, as we’ve come to expect. Barney Lindsay is still one of the top starters in the BBA, though an increasing 
walk rate is slightly concerning. Adrian Custello has nasty stuff with one of the best four-pitch arsenals in the league. The rest of 
the rotation, with low-stamina studs like John Dawson and Nobuhito Kan, seems designed to get through about five innings before 
handing the ball to the bullpen, which is possibly the best in the BBA.

That bullpen includes the likes of Quirke Roddis and Ollie Lowry, the dual-stopper committee which the Bluebirds employ to 
close out games. Lowry had the highest strikeout rate of any pitcher in the association last year, and Roddis wasn’t far behind 
him.

And can we please find a spot for Elvin Hilliard? This guy has the stuff to be one of the best starters in the BBA, and it’s unclear if 
Nashville even has room for him in their rotation. They might settle for getting 100 innings from him in long relief, but he can give 
them so much more.

2053 prediction: 102-60. Possibly the deepest team in the BBA. Their lineup can hurt you 1-9, and the pitching staff has reserves 
upon reserves, able to withstand just about any injury. They can start printing that postseason merch now, since it’s pretty much a 
sure thing they’ll be around into October.

Nashville Bluebirds



League Preview
Frick League - Heartland Woody Donahue

2052 record: 85-78, 3rd place in Heartland

Notable additions: CF Hector Cano, Jr., SS Juan Medrano, SS Bob Allen, SP Ishtaq Dar, SP Susila Kartosuwiryo, SP/RP 
Stephen Best, SS Larry Barkin, SP Jorge García, C Brian Best, RP Lester Arundel, SP Bill Meadows, SP José Afanador, RP 
Namik Vedat, RP Raúl Santana, OF Aaron Haney, SP Ángel Romero, SP Larry Fain, 3B Don Hattie

Losses (and 2052 WAR): C Pat Alexander (0.5), RP Bill Keil (0.2), OF Sazui Kawashima (-0.1), OF Andrew Torres (0.4), RP 
Bron Cortez (0.2), 1B/OF Jude Carter (0.0), OF Dave Gracia (-1.1), OF Topan Adjeng (0.1), RP Deron Alexander (0.2), IF 
Ka’im Muntasir (0.1), SP/RP Derek Dyce (-0.4), 1B/OF Tyson Barber (0.2), SP Alaric Wullenweber (3.2)

Outlook: Des Moines really made a run last season, making it all the way to the 12th inning of Game 163 against 
Portland until their fates were ultimately sealed, and they were sent home to watch playoff baseball from their couches 
for the 44th consecutive time.

But there are growing murmurs of excitement in the capital city, and reason to believe that this might be the team of 
destiny. First, the new GM went out and traded for 2-time Silk winner and all-around superstar, Hector Cano, Jr. He may 
not hit 50 home runs again since he’s out of El Paso, but he’ll still hit plenty in Des Moines.

Then, they traded for another star outfielder in Aaron Haney. Though he’s getting up there in age, the man can still 
swing it, last year posting his highest on-base percentage in the last six seasons.

They also signed Juan Medrano, a shortstop with excellent on-base ability, providing a nice counter to Des Moines’ 
traditional power-heavy lineup. He also is a proven winner with three championships to his name, so who better to 
guide this team to the promised land?

Des Moines Kernels
Prediction 90-72



League Preview
Frick League - Heartland Woody Donahue

The offense should be pretty solid, with Cano’s lefty bat balanced nicely by the right-handed power of Haney and Hasheem
Makin. And that’s not to mention Félix Parreno, another power-hitting righty who’s typically good for 30 homers or so. 
Meanwhile, switch-hitting Joe Bradshaw helps balance out the other side, inasmuch as he crushes right-handed pitching. 
Pitchers really have nowhere to hide against this lineup, and managers won’t be able to play matchups easily.

Defense has historically been the problem in Des Moines. Last year, the Kernels were the worst team in the Frick in BABIP 
allowed and defensive efficiency. With the acquisitions of Medrano and Larry Barkin, they should be drastically improved up 
the middle. And it goes without saying that having Cano in center will be a huge improvement over… *checks notes* Who 
played center last year? Ryan Corke?

With Wullenweber gone, the rotation will be led by Stephen Best. Best’s groundball-inducing ability will be a good fit for Des 
Moines’ flashy new double-play tandem, and he also does a great job of keeping the ball in the yard, another problem which 
has historically plagued the Kernels.

Tommy Akers will be looking to improve on his shaky rookie campaign, but at still just 20 years old, he should be fine. The 
bigger question mark is Susila Kartosuwiryo, once a star pitcher in the UMEBA, but who hasn’t posted a season you could call 
“good” since 2047. This will be his first stint in the BBA, a move which spells an end-of-career flameout for many similar 
pitchers. But I hope, for Des Moines’ sake, that he adapts well, and enjoys a nice career renaissance. Maybe he’ll feel at home 
in Iowa, where the corn fields will remind him of the lush, rolling hills of his hometown in Indonesia. Indonesia has rolling
hills, right?

Des Moines will also be shifting longtime starter Scott Davis to the closer role, hoping to inspire a resurgence for him, after he 
was pretty awful in six starts for the Kernels last season. He should be all right, but the middle innings might be a problem for 
Des Moines, since their relief corps looks quite thin after him. They’ll need inspired performances from some of their younger 
guys, like Ken Sproul and Mark Moore, if they finally want to end their playoff drought.
2053 prediction: 90-72. They traded for two superstars, and fixed their biggest weaknesses. If that’s not a recipe for finally 
ending the drought, I don’t know what is. Calling it now — the drought ends at 44 years.

Des Moines Kernels



League Preview
Frick League - Heartland Woody Donahue

2052 record: 96-66, 2nd place in Heartland

Notable additions: C Kazuki Saito, SP Kayahan Ercan, RP Eddie White, OF Po-sin Shi, SP Cornelio Lozano, SP Mateus
Rabisca, IF Rocky Wattson, OF Kade Lebowski

Losses (and 2052 WAR): OF Arthur Daniel (2.5), C Diesel Dave (-0.8), RP/OF Faical Engeitado (0.6), RP Hotha Buyoya
(0.3)

Outlook: The story of Twin Cities is one in which you can’t help but be invested. For a team to go from 40 wins to 96 in a 
span of four years is truly remarkable, and you have to root for them to take yet another step forward in 2053.

The offense is truly an unstoppable force. Félix Ramos, entering his third year at the big league level, is the best pure 
on-base hitter in the BBA, period. With an eye-popping 126 walks last season, he gets on base nearly half the time, 
putting him in position to be driven in by two of the more prolific power hitters in the league, Pedro Guzmán and David 
Simpson. You could almost not concoct a better recipe for scoring runs.

They also take pride in their high number of pitches per plate appearance, a strategy which forces starters out of 
games earlier, and relievers to tire quicker. Leading the way in this category are Ramos, shortstop Shawn O’Bagy and 
third baseman Murray Healey.

Twin Cities River Monsters
Prediction 89-73



League Preview
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All of this comes at the expense of defense, however, since the best offensive players money can buy often have a 
shortcoming in their on-field abilities. The biggest offender being Ramos, who posted a -11.3 ZR at second base last year. 
He has to play second for the sake of the offense, even though he’s probably best suited for first. Putting him at first would 
force Sertaç Safavî out of the lineup, and management is hesitant to remove any pieces from their finely-tuned offensive 
machine, lest the whole thing come crashing down. So essentially, they’re punting defense.  It’s also worth noting they had 
the worst base running in the league last season, with -27.1 UBR. It’s all part of their “all-in on offense” strategy, I suppose.

The pitching staff is built with high-movement groundballers, who do everything they can to induce weak contact and 
make the defense’s job as easy as possible. And it works — they held their own with a respectable 3.80 ERA last season.
Erik Brooks seems to get better every year, and José Barrón had a nice first season with the River Monsters, and seemed 
happy to be out of the bandbox ballparks of Vancouver and Omaha. José Martínez is another member of the “lowered ERA 
by more than a run after getting out of Omaha” club, and he’s also back for another round.

But a couple members of the rotation are on the shelf to start the year: Jerry Stone is out for at least a month, and Curt Fields 
won’t be back until around midseason. In the meantime, Twin Cities will look to Tokugawa Yamashita, who pitched very well 
out of the bullpen last year, and whose high movement should play nicely. But it gets shakier after him. It seems Kerry Pike 
will be tabbed as the fifth starter, who had a good season last year, but whose walk rate has been troubling in the past.

Jorge Hernández, with 22 saves in 2052, is back as the closer, but those saves don’t really tell the story of how much he got
knocked around last year — he gave up 11.3 hits per nine innings, the highest mark on the team. The River Monsters will 
probably stick with their guy (after all, they’re paying him $13.5 million), but in case he has to be replaced, viable 
candidates might be Peter Fuller or Edward Johnson.
2053 prediction: 89-73. The offense is the best around, bar-none, and it will take them pretty far. But I expect a slight 
regression with the uncertainty at the back of their rotation. Still, it’s hard to imagine the postseason without Twin Cities
being represented.

Twin Cities River Monsters
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2052 record: 73-89, 6th place in Heartland

Notable additions: RP Manuel Cruz, OF Jeffrey Smith, SP Ricardo Rivera, IF Reynante Alvero, 1B Keaton Guest, OF Joel 
Woodroffe, SP Carl Henry, OF Abbud Yushua, RP Christopher Mead

Losses (and 2052 WAR): 1B Ricardo Yánez (1.5), DH Francisco Arredondo (-0.5), C Kyuichi Tanaka (-0.9), RP Lee 
Broadberry (-0.1), SP/RP Edward Crutcher (0.9)

Outlook: Here’s the one that really makes you scratch your head. Louisville — they’re supposed to be good, right? 
Indeed, before last year, the Sluggers had rattled off 13 straight winning seasons, making it to the playoffs in most of 
them. So what happened?

Well, long story short, some combination of The Bourges Trade and the decline of their aging players enabled upstart 
teams like Nashville and Twin Cities pass them and gain command of the division. Louisville needs some youth and a 
new strategy to counter their Heartland rivals.

This winter, they went out and signed 4-time All-Star and reigning Brewster Series MVP Jeffrey Smith to a 6-year 
contract. He won’t give them youth — rather quite the opposite, as he’ll be 39 when the contract ends — but he does 
give them that impact bat they’ve been lacking since trading Bourges.

Also, give them credit for offloading one of their aging regulars: pitcher Edward Crutcher. In return, they got five guys, 
all of whom could make a big league impact this season. My personal favorite is 1B/DH Keaton Guest, an excellent 
contact hitter with some power, whose bat is made for Kentucky Truck Plant Stadium.

Louisville Sluggers
Prediction 79-83
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Still, they need more, and more than anything, they need Luis Mendoza to regain his old form after a relatively down 
year by his standards. The entire machine depends on him getting on base ahead of the power guys, but a .224 average 
isn’t going to cut it.

The rotation is where Louisville might be trying to capture the youth movement, with 24-year-old António Báldez taking 
on the role of “staff ace” after a breakout 2052 season. He’s followed by Greg Shaw, who is a decent pitcher if he can 
stay healthy. The rest of the rotation, while young, isn’t that good, from Yoshii Takuda who got hammered so hard last 
year he was demoted to the bullpen, to Tim Gibbs, who lacks movement, which is essential for Louisville’s park.

Closer Charles McGee gives up way too many home runs, which is basically the worst thing you can do when your job 
is protecting leads. If he falters, Louisville might give the newly signed Manuel Cruz a shot at closing games, a job 
which he performed admirably for Mexico City for several years.

Depth will be a critical thing for Louisville’s pitching staff: they’ll need it, and they don’t have any of it. One or two 
injuries to starters might mean Ajanidha Praveen finds himself starting games in the BBA, which, while it would be 
really cool for the fan base in India, won’t bode well for Louisville’s chances of reclaiming dominance.

2053 prediction: 79-83. The #1 thing it depends on is Luis Mendoza, but I have to be pessimistic about the chances of a 
30-year-old player regaining his superstar status. As it stands, the lineup probably won’t be as effective as it needs to 
be, and the pitching staff is too thin and inexperienced.

Louisville Sluggers
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2052 record: 81-81, 4th place in Heartland

Notable additions: SP/RP Reynold Voermans, SP Chris Stout, RP Dean Lindsey, SP Ramiro Medina

Losses (and 2052 WAR): IF Rashardo Menne III (0.1), SP Emanuele Mercati (3.3), RP Felipe Méndez (-0.1)

Outlook: Madison’s season kicked off on an unfortunate note when new free agent acquisition Jacob Smiley fell off a 
two-story rooftop. Baseball is a very superstitious sport, where some might take this as a sign that Madison’s season is 
bound to end poorly, but let’s at least see how they grade out on paper.

Madison didn’t add any new position players this winter, opting instead to double down on their current roster, with big 
extensions handed out to Manobu Shimizu and Salvador Allende. This was understandable, given that those are the 
guys putting asses in the seats. However, by not improving their existing roster, they’ve decidedly ignored several 
glaring weaknesses.

The first being that the Wolves struggle against left-handed pitching. They were 14-23 when facing a lefty starter last 
season, which isn’t good. Given that the top teams in the Heartland (Nashville) have some tough lefty pitchers, Madison 
needs an answer for that if they want to get past them.

The next weakness is on-base percentage. Madison was 13th in the Frick in that department, and that’s even with 
Shimizu and Allende on the team, who are both on-base machines. That just goes to show how much of a drop-off in 
production there is after their two headliners. I don’t know if I need to say this, but you need to get on base to win ball 
games. Shimizu and Allende do the job well, but if one of them gets hurt (which both did last year), the Wolves’ offense 
will be toast.

Madison Wolves
Prediction 76-86
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Luis Manuel Alonzo and José Hernández both do quite well at avoiding strikeouts and putting the ball in play, which is 
important for a team that relies on small ball and good baserunning. They will be the main RBI guys, driving in Allende 
and Shimizu when they get on.

On the pitching side, they can hold their own. Buwono Mainaky is a fast-rising talent who is entering his third year in 
the bigs, and we’re still waiting for him to put it all together. Seems like this could be his year.
He’ll have veteran Yorikane Miyamoto to mentor him, who is the definition of a workhorse. Miyamoto’s consistency is 
truly remarkable: he hasn’t started fewer than 35 games in a season since his rookie year in 2040!

The back end of the rotation is a bit of a mystery, but top prospect Josh Clark might be called on to join the rotation, 
after a brief call-up to the bigs last September.

The bullpen features the legendary Todd Stone, who pitches as many innings as some starters, and excellent setup man 
Raphael Castagna. However, it’s a bit thin after those two. We might see more of Tyler Murray, who impressed as a 
midseason call-up last season, posting a 1.91 ERA in 39 games. And star bullpen arm Senen Subandrio is expected 
back from his elbow injury around midseason. Madison will really be missing him, since he held down their bullpen 
last year while he was healthy.

2053 prediction: 76-86. It’s very thin ice in Madison. Their first-string players are good, but without much depth in either 
the pitching staff or the offense, one key injury could cost them the season. Hopefully they can hold it all together —
just make sure they stay far, far away from rooftops.

Madison Wolves
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2052 record: 73-89, 6th place in Heartland

Notable additions: OF Bobby Horne, SP Jacob Cruz, IF Logan Niles, SP Carlos Valle, RP Bill Keil, 1B Esteban Carrillo, IF 
Quant Kouros, C Randy Bader, IF Francisco Arredondo

Losses (and 2052 WAR): C Parker Davenport (0.4), 3B José Benavidez (-0.1), IF Joey O’Brien (0.1), 2B James Monger (-
0.3), SP Ricardo Quadrado (0.8), SP Stan Cyr (2.0), RP Terrence Kelly (0.1), 1B Edgardo Díaz (-0.1), RP Rex Strong (-0.2)

Outlook: 2052 was an interesting year for Omaha. On the heels of a couple disappointing seasons, and with home runs 
declining throughout the league, they went counter to their traditional strategy of loading up with home run hitters, and 
pivoted to more of a defense-focused approach (though they still finished 5th in the FL in homers, thanks to their 
ballpark). This year is a continuation of that plan, with some fresh new faces in the mix.

But let’s start with Du Wu, who had an excellent rookie campaign last year, hitting 33 home runs and finishing third in 
Gillstrom voting. He’s the anchor of the lineup, and the rare power-hitting lefty who doesn’t need a platoon partner, 
actually hitting slightly better off lefty pitchers last year than righties. The Cyclones’ offense is in good hands as long as 
he’s around. Unfortunately, he’s a weak defender in center, where it seems Omaha is going to need him this year, due to 
the injury to Orlando Ordoñez.

The lefty-heavy lineup also features perennial All-Star Eric Wagner, veteran Wilson Estrada, and “yep, he’s still here” 
André Ly. 

The new faces include Quant Kouros, who has no power but gives them a huge boost with his speed, on-base, and 
defensive ability at first base.

Omaha Cyclones
Prediction 74-88
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Finally, there’s veteran catcher Randy Bader. Though he struggles to hit above .200, his defense and framing abilities 
are among the best in the league. He’ll be there to guide a young Sloth Fratelli, from whom the Cyclones are still 
waiting on that breakout season. Could this be the year when Sloth awakens?

Omaha’s pitching was inconsistent and very walk-prone last year, which they attempted to fix by adding veteran Carlos 
Valle to the rotation. I don’t think he’s the answer, given his struggles in Hawaii last season, but maybe the answer is 
somewhere else. If top prospect Takashi Nakamura could grow into the pitcher Omaha believes he’ll become, that 
would go a long way towards sorting out their pitching staff.

A full season from Timo Dooley would help, too, since he missed about half of last season with various injuries.
In the bullpen, it’s a similar story of inconsistency. The closer, Dave Ferrell, was awful last year, and Omaha is potentially 
trying to light a fire after adding former closer Bill Keil to the relief corps. The message to Ferrell is simple: do your job, 
or we’ll replace you with someone who can.

Groundballer Bill O’Connor is another viable late-inning option, and they might even get some impact from Rule 5 pick 
Jacob Cruz, a starter who can throw 100 with good control.

Omaha Cyclones

2053 prediction: 74-88. I think Omaha is still trying to figure out what 
their “thing” is. If it’s not home runs anymore, then what? If it’s going to 
be defense, then they should load up on contact-inducing groundball 
pitchers and let their fielders get to work. They just don’t have all the 
pieces working together yet, and it’ll be at least a few years until they 
get there.
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2052 record: 75-87, 5th place in Heartland

Notable additions: SP Dae-hyun Kim, RP Ghassan Powell, RP John Kinch, RP Pablo Trujillo, SP Sean Bodin, RP Josh Avery, 
RP Ricardo Martínez, SP Narihira Shini, OF Keith Schultz

Losses (and 2052 WAR): SS Elvan Masûkî (-2.0), SP/RP Loan Duval (-1.7), SP Roberto Ramírez (2.1), SP Ricardo Rivera 
(1.7), RP Tae-kyun Yi (-0.3), IF Derek Cumming (-0.2), António Hernández (0.8)

Outlook: Let’s not write the Nine off and say their “window has passed”. Last year’s Pythagorean record (79-83) showed 
they were essentially a .500 team that got hit with a few unfortunate injuries.

Dong-po Thum is still a fan favorite, and the fans have little choice in the matter, since with his massive contract it seems 
unlikely he can ever be traded. But at 35, he can still play, winning his eighth Diamond Glove last season, and stealing 
28 bases. His bat may be on the decline, but he can still be a good role player with his contact ability.

The rest of the offense is about speed, and more speed. Right fielder Nazeeh Ragheb is essentially a better version of 
Thum, who should hit close to .300 and steal a few bases of his own. And center fielder Frédérick Brisset, the Nine’s 
biggest power threat, can also steal. The strategy seems to be to get multiple runners in scoring position via small ball, 
so that guys like Banger Dan and Burhan Tahir can drive them in with doubles.

Though one has to wonder why “The Nine Way” has to be so home run-averse, especially in such a dinger-friendly 
division. It seems their offense can win one-run games, but will routinely get out-slugged in higher-scoring affairs 
against power-loaded teams like Des Moines and Omaha.

Yellow Springs Nine
Prediction 74-88



League Preview
Frick League - Heartland Woody Donahue

Look, I can’t argue with a small-ball strategy if it works, but it didn’t work last year, so it might be time for the Nine to 
start embracing power and go out and get a bopper.

The departures of Ricardo Rivera and António Hernández left the pitching staff a bit short-handed. In lieu of signing any 
new starters from free agency, the Nine opted to replenish from their own system, calling up top prospects Reese 
Newsome and Alejandro Morín to join the rotation. Both have a ton of raw talent, but are obviously untested against BBA 
competition. It’s possible Newsome’s low movement will leave him susceptible to the home run ball. But I suppose it’s 
just as likely that the pair adapts quickly and forms the killer 1-2 punch that Yellow Springs always envisioned for their 
future.

We’ll just have to see how it goes. But barring a complete meltdown, it seems that Newsome and Morín are in the big 
leagues for good.

The bullpen features Derrick Chaney, still a shutdown closer, but whose K rate has nearly halved in two years, which is 
more than a little concerning. Luckily, the Nine have no shortage of quality bullpen arms, from second-year player 
Gunawan Pakpahan, to flame-throwing lefty Byron Ratcliffe, to Polish prankster Slawomir Trzcinski. Any of these guys 
can throw high-leverage innings, and with such depth, I’d expect the Nine to fare quite well in one-run and extra-inning 
games.

2053 prediction: 74-88. The offense will struggle to score as many runs as they need to keep up with the big boys in the 
division, and a young pitching staff might encounter some growing pains. Though the building up of this team around 
their core of Newsome and Morín will be an exciting thing to watch over the coming years.

Yellow Springs Nine
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2052 record: 71-91, 8th place in Heartland

Notable additions: 1B Brody Bond, RP Daniel González, SP Carlos Moya, IF Anthony Moretti, OF Cordell Vaughn, OF 
Long Chamberlain III, RP Motuha Kalinda, 3B Jeremy Starks, SP Robin Cooper, SP Oscar Hadingham, C Ben Scott, SP 
Johan Trojka, C Diesel Dave

Losses (and 2052 WAR): SP Bernie Stuart (3.5), C Philitis Tsafanto (0.5), 1B Manuel Aguilar, Jr. (3.9), IF Hal Thorne (0.4), 
3B Bruce Tyler (-0.4), SS Badr Isam (3.4), IF Rafael Sánchez (-0.5), RP Matt Spencer (-0.4), Eduardo Morán (-0.2)

Outlook: Chicago is in the first year of a rebuild, and it won’t be pretty. But I don’t want to start a team preview on a 
negative note, so let’s first talk about some of the positives related to rebuilding.

It’s a great time to rebuild. Almost no teams in the BBA are actively rebuilding, so getting a jump on the process now will 
ensure Chicago is positioned well for the talent drought expected to be coming in a few years. They were able to sell 
players like Bernie Stuart and Badr Isam at the top of their value for pretty significant returns, including enough 
prospects that they’re now ranked the #10 farm system in the association.

All that is to say that Chicago probably won’t win many games this year, but only because that’s not the mission in year 
1 of a rebuild. The goal for this season is to establish a culture that will be a good place for top prospects Dirk Bessi, 
Carlos Moya, and others to land when they’re ready.

But the Opening Day roster will look worlds different from the team of the future.
The lineup is not too bad. Cordell Vaughn, a player Chicago got as part of the Stuart trade, adds some much-needed 
plate discipline to a team that was dead last in the FL in walks. He’ll hit behind Fernando Castillo and add some decent 
pop to the middle of the order.

Chicago Black Sox
Prediction 65-97
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But the Opening Day roster will look worlds different from the team of the future.
The lineup is not too bad. Cordell Vaughn, a player Chicago got as part of the Stuart trade, adds some much-needed 
plate discipline to a team that was dead last in the FL in walks. He’ll hit behind Fernando Castillo and add some decent 
pop to the middle of the order.

The rest of the offense is mostly fringe-BBA players, most in their mid-to-late twenties, which means they’ll be gone by 
the time the youth wave arrives. But they should fill their roles adequately until then.

On the pitching side, Robin Cooper was added to give the staff some veteran leadership. He’s not good — his 5.73 ERA 
last year was fourth-worst in the BBA among qualifying pitchers — but he’ll be Chicago’s de facto ace because he’ll eat 
innings. Not as much can be said for the rest of the rotation, which includes a few converted relievers, and a prospect 
named Motuha Kalinda who came over in the Isam trade, and who appears just about ready for the bigs.

In the bullpen, closer Clarence Pritchard is as dependable as they come, posting an ERA starting with “2” in four 
straight seasons. He’s a good first half shy of a ticket out of Chicago, as the Black Sox will no doubt try and capitalize on
his success if they can get a good bundle of prospects in return. But in the meantime, he’ll have the ball in the ninth.

They’ve also got some good groundballers in the ‘pen. The likes of Manuel Cruz, Daniel González and Pedro Germán
will be a manager’s best friend with their skill at inducing double play balls. It’s a really good thing the Sox have such a 
deep bullpen, because looking at the state of their rotation, they’re going to need it.

2053 prediction: 65-97. It’ll be what you’d expect from a rebuild year. But Chicago is set up pretty well for it, so it might 
be a relatively short rebuild, and they’ll be back in contention sooner than you think. Just not this year.

Chicago Black Sox
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Frick League Pacific Predictions:

Valencia Stars – 90-72
Sacramento Mad Popes – 89-73
Vancouver Mounties – 87-75
San Fernando Bears – 82-80
Portland Lumberjacks – 82-80
Long Beach Surfers – 80-82
Seattle Storm – 70-92
Hawaii Tropics – 62-100



League Preview
Frick League - Pacific

Douglas Aiton

A marquee acquisition, as a team that made the playoffs added one of the best players in the game.

Settle down Peter Crocker fans, we’re talking Pepper-time…. Daniel Pepper’s in-division switch to the Stars might be seen as the
season defining moment in the Pacific.  Flanked by Mark Kimball and Donald Miller, Valencia’s 3-5 has a Championship quality feel to 
it.

However, it’s not all smooth sailing in Valencia – some regression must surely be expected from SPs like Brian King, who suddenly put 
it all together to make the all-star team, and while some predicted 'Slug' López would survive in a rotation surely few thought he would 
thrive.   Plus, important acquisitions were needed to make up for important losses.  Angel Zalapa was an all-star 2B worth three to four 
wins, Reis a 2-win 3B, Jacob Smiley an important swingman. 

There’s still time to find a replacement for Reis; heck, still time to resign Reis…. as well as perhaps a warm body to replace Smiley.  
And while some regression is to be expected from King, Mike Alexander is a legitimate ace and may even improve more.   A touch of 
Pepper may be necessary to compete in an improving division, and maybe even enough to take home the Atlantic.

Prediction : 90-72 (+1)

Valencia Stars
Prediction 90-72
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A deep run in the playoffs, a fond farewell to some well-loved stars, an ace departing.  Might 2053 have been a transition year?

Mike Campbell, Henri Charriere and Dan Flores are gone…but perhaps already forgotten.  Ricardo DeJesus, a glove/OBP-first 1B, will 
join from the GBC and Kosho Kondo brings a plus glove in center and an occasional power bat over from Louisville.   On top of that, 
highlight-reel SS Badr Islam was brought over for many a shiny piece in a big trade with Chicago, and three-time Gold Glove winner 3B 
Alex Ramirez makes Sacramento potentially his last home, although saying that, he might play on forever.  Are you getting the picture?  
The defence here looks like it will be obscenely good.

Who wouldn’t want to pitch in front of that?  The big news is, despite declining his option, Ruben Vazquez will return for 2053, and 
indeed five years after that – the Nebraska runner up deciding Sacramento was for him after all. He’ll have a new rotation-mate too in 
Thomas Turner, as the 27-year old somehow joins his sixth franchise on another long-term deal, alongside Joe King to round out a
fearsome top three.    Depth might start to play a factor, especially if a few injuries occur, but the bullpen looks excellent and playing in 
front of eight vacuum-cleaners might cover up a multitude of sins.

Prediction: 89-73 (+2)

Sacramento Mad Popes
Prediction 89-73



League Preview
Frick League - Pacific

Douglas Aiton

All chefs agree, it’s pretty hard to make the perfect recipe without Pepper.
Daniel Pepper’s defection to Valencia is going to hurt – all-star, 2nd in the Sawyer Silk, and 8 WAR, all disappearing to a division rival.  
Beyond that, the other thing that needs replaced is all the good that Hugh Mangrouthormone did Vancouver last year.  The slugger’s 1.6 
WAR lifted the whole team to unexpected levels of production, as the Mounties led the FL in homers.

That said, the Mounties were hardly reliant on those two – and it was the league-leading pitchign that provided much of the success of 
the side.  Phil Cole and Christian Munoz, joined by Mahad Einan, made an impressive 1-3, and the addition of Armando Garcia – a 
young lefty who like Einan was signed from the GBC on a team friendly contract – gives them a genuine 4th starter.  Luke Jones brings a 
power arm to the bullpen again at a team-friendly cost.  There’s also chances of breakthrough seasons in the lineup – Wafiq Rafid
maybe? Angel Gonzales? – and, of course, gold glove defence all over the field.  It’s a big ask for Andrew Wright to repeat his 2052 
heroics, but it’s not impossible.

There’s still time for Vancouver to find the perfect Pepper replacement, but its hard to see just how that player makes up for the MVP-
level production, and in such a tight division the marginal gains across the rest of the lineup might not go all the way to making it up.

87-75 (-4)

Vancouver Mounties
Prediction 87-75
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San Fernando ‘s first winning season in 6 years might have been obscured by Long Beach’s similar leap to relevancy, but the Bears might 
have the edge coming into 2053.

On offence, the Bears have suffered two big losses they might have found hard to replace – OF Bronx Cortez and C Quinton Lara were worth 
almost 6.5 wins between them.  While Reggie Leeper might do a decent impression at backstop, there isn’t much to replace Cortez’s 
production.

On pitching, and stop me if you’ve heard this before, the Bears have suffered two big losses they might have found hard to replace, this 
time #1 and #2 starters Jorge Moreno and Jim Wilkinson.  In this case though, San Fernando bought themselves a whole new rotation.  Dan 
Small won 20 games in Atlantic City last year and will look to repeat that success in the Pacific.   Shea Vallance has been consistently one of 
the best pitchers in the GBC and had a stunning year in Buenos Aires last time out.  Stan Cyr survived El Paso, didn’t quite thrive in Omaha, 
but has the movement and control to  be a solid mid-rotation option.  For a team that finished 2nd in ERA last year, 2053 might be time to 
take the crown.

So a potentially stronger rotation and a potentially weaker line-up mean they’ll edge forward, but maybe not the jump needed to make the 
wild-card.  

Prediciton: 82-80 (+1)

San Fernando Bears
Prediction 82-80
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Breaking the hearts of Des Moines in a one game winner-takes-all, the Lumberjacks successfully combatted bad fortune and an 
improved division to make the playoffs in 2052.  This achievement seems even more impressive considering Rex Foster, the superstar 
slugger brought in to bolster the lineup, didn’t make it past May.

In 2053, with Foster might go the Lumberjacks.   Senior management might be rolling out the cotton wool considering five years of 
contract now seems a long time, when twelve months ago it looked a bargain.  What can be expected of a player who has had less than 
400 Abs over the last two years, but produced 2 WAR in 29 starts last year?  A player who has struggled with his back, then his 
hamstrings, and now his knees?  A player who might win the Comeback award this year, for the second time?

Foster isn’t the only story - a strangely quiet Portland haven’t yet replaced C Rainer Scheffler, OF Gilberto Falconelli and – most 
troublingly of all – 3B Willie Akbulut, and this is where concern might lie.  It’s possible that Foster can replace all three in terms of 
production if he keeps healthy….  But that seems a gigantic “if”.  

Still, there’s a lot to like here in Portland, particularly the rotation – Ken Sparks is a fine ace, but the terrifying trio of southpaws 
Thompson, Warren and Marable would be fine additions to most BBA squads, especially in a ballpark that chews up right-handed 
power hitters.  For this reason, it’s hard to see Portland regressing too much, but considering they scraped into the playoffs by the finest 
of margins, maybe 2053 will be a bridge too far?

Prediction :82-80 (-3)

Portland Lumberjacks
Prediction 82-80
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A breakout 2052 for the Surfers, as after six losing seasons they bounced back to .500, winning a massive 21 more games than their 
previous 59-103 2052 campaign.
But the winter can be cruel, as the nucleus of that team will make their home somewhere other than Long Beach. In the offseason, 10 
WAR have walked away – including four of their six most productive player : Alex Ramirez, Jorge Lugo, Bobby Horne and Gonzalo 
Martinez.  Indeed, only four starters from last year’s side are likely to start on Opening Day.
Two of those are the core of the team though - 2B (maybe now SS?) Steveland Morris and DH Danny Adkins both remain in Long Beach 
and likely to repeat their performance.   The rotation looks strong - the big free agent pickup Jorge Moreno might have put it all 
together last year in San Fernando, and even if this isn’t him ascending to a new level, he has consistently provided 2-3 WAR.  Bona fida
ace-in-waiting Lucas Wood should be in a good position to support and a full season should make the team better.    Bringing in a 
potential all-star 2B in Zalapa fills a gap and will bring a performance boost; Jose Benavides will not replace Ramirez but will hold the 
fort until something stronger arrives.
The big question is can an improving team continue its upward trajectory with so much quality walking away?   It's hard to see more 
than 2053 being a consolidation season for one of 2052's breakout teams, another close to .500 season, and the groundwork for a playoff 
run in 2054 might beckon.

Prediction: 80-82 (-1)

Long Beach Surfers
Prediction 80-82
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Seattle have averaged 99 losses over the last six years, and 2052 brought another 98.  
Next year doesn’t seem too encouraging either, Raul Fernandez, the team’s standout offensive weapon, will ply his trade elsewhere, as 
will LF/CF Taro Kudo.  But there are two major free agent acquisitions to give the fans hope – Kyle Baker will be the full-time backstop, 
and Francisco Martinez will slot right into the hole Fernando leaves.  2B Wilson Andrade, superstar 3B Run-min Gui and promising CF 
Alexander Julyan, all return, each one a potential all-star.   

It’s in the rotation where we might see signs of a future Storm playoff contention SP Lucio Juarez could be about to break out as a big star 
in the BBA after a terrific rookie campaign, and although SP Doug Eckhoff got shellacked last year, he has all the attributes to be a top-
of-the-rotation player that Seattle are so desperate for.  After that, things get a little more shaky, with a temperamental bullpen who 
after closer Francisco Concepcion are not that more accomplished than one would find on their AAA affiliate, Pasco.
Pasco, however, might have some answers – down at the farm.  Enrique Aguilar (#18 in the BBA top prospect list) might be a Rookie of 
the Year candidate after getting his first major league service time under his belt last year, but only if his AAA-rotation-mate Samuel 
Nebraska (#8) doesn’t get called up.  

Nebraska, one half-season out of college, already looks major league ready.
If you squint enough, Seattle have enough stars and stars-in-the-making to improve on last year, and potentially sneak close to that 90-
win barrier, but without some relief arms, a couple more stable starters and surprising production from an unexpected source, it might 
be another step on the road back to relevance.

Prediction: 70-92 (+4)

Seattle Storm
Prediction 70-92
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After floating around .500 for the last five years, 2052 proved a nightmare in the Tropics, as Hawaii lost 100 games for the first time 
since the bad ‘ol 30s.  At first glance, things don’t look like they’re going to get much better, Hawaii have lost some aging, but 
productive, contributors - Ron Shiplack at backstop, Stewart Illingworth in RF, and ancient ace Carlos Valle.   

But there is hope - Mike Campbell might be old, but he's also the kinda bat that can move the Tropics forward in the win column; the 
bullpen is better via Cerda and Rios, Al Garrett - if he can stay healthy - can be a legitimate BBA CF.    2B Mehta is now a bona-fida
superstar in Hawaii; SP Gurani a legitimate ace; Michael Kalil could be a great #2 as well.  

Down on the farm, it's not impossible that 2053 could see #25 prospect Bill Ritz move into the big league rotation, but surely the Tropics 
would want to squeeze maximum eligibility out of him.  Fellow southpaw Phil Thompson (#64) and shortstop Will Paterson (#75) could 
make the jump from Death Valley too, but again, Hawaii won't be in contention this year so we might be a year from seeing these 
potential starts in action.

What does this all mean?  Well, they were unlucky last year, so some reversion to the mean can be expected, but the great leap forward 
is a little while away yet.  In a division where most teams are improving, it might be another long year.

Prediction : 62-100 (+1)

Hawaii Tropics
Prediction 62-100



2052 HOF Inductee

A highly touted high school slugger who won one Guzman Award and finished 2nd the next year, William Moreland was 
the third overall pick in the 2024 draft by the Des Moines Kernels. 

After a steady four year minor league climb which was topped off by being ranked the #3 overall prospect in the league 
in Spring 2028, Moreland joined the Kernels a couple months into the season and at age 31 was an instant sensation. In his 
first full season of 2029, Moreland finished third in the Silk Award voting and was one of the brightest power hitting young 
players in the game. It’d be the first of seven times he hit at least 40 homers, the first of eleven times he hit at least 38
homers. 

Amazingly consistent throughout his career and truly durable. After a “down” 2036 in shish his OPS was “only” .827, he 
was traded to the San Fernando Bears for a four player return. He had the best OPS of his career in 2037, but 2038 was 
possibly the worst season of his prime and he was traded to Nashville in the second half where he began hitting like 
William Moreland again. 

His time in Nashville was short, as he was traded to the Phoenix Talons and played there from 2039-2041, hitting 112 
homers over those three seasons but seeing his average drop to .239 by the 2041 season at age 34. He signed with the 
Atlantic City Gamblers for 2042-2043 and barely ever played (total of 78 at-bats over the two years, 6 homers and 13 RBI) 
and retired after the season.

All-Star Games:  2030, 2031, 2032, 2035, 2037, 2039

Puckett Award:  2037

75% of Votes
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Let's go back...way back. All the way back to when the Long Beach Surfers were the Tucson Cactus. Way back to 2023. Carlos Gonzales was a 
highly rated IFA slugger, and the Cactus made him the fourth overall pick in the 2023 draft. By 2024, he was already the #11 prospect in the league 
at age 19. It took Cargo almost a full six seasons to reach the bigs, which he did with a September callup to Tucson in 2028. The Cactus would move 
to Long Beach in 2029 and Gonzales would quickly become a fan favorite en route to a historic season in Surfers lore. Long Beach won the Landis 
Memorial Series (now the Monty Brewster Memorial Series), and along the way "CarGo" (as the fans and media had taken to calling him) won the 
Cartwright Cup MVP Award. 

In 2030 he made his first All-Star Game, won the Geoghegan Round MVP Award, and the FL Charles Puckett Golden Bat Award for right fielders. 
2031 would be the personal zenith of CarGo's career. He won the Frick's Sawyer Silk Award and his 2nd Puckett Award with an amazing 65 homers, 
166 RBI, 123 runs scored, and a slash line of .339/.403/.691/1.094 (9.3 WAR). 2032 saw his home run output plummet to "only 29", the lowest of his 
career thus far. Come 2033-2036, though, he was highly productive and consistent, averaging 40 homers per campaign. After 2036, CarGO
exercised a player opt out of his contract and went onto the open market for the first time in his career. He was highly sought after and ultimately it 
was the Boise Spuds who won his services with a 4 year, $88M contract. 

Through 70 games he performed admirably but something about his absence from Long Beach struck a chord with both Surfers fans and their front 
office. The latter made something happen: striking a trade with Boise that brought him back to Long Beach and he rewarded them with an amazing 
second half (25 HR, 62 RBI, 1.020 OPS, 3.2 WAR). 2038-2039 were his age 33 and 34 seasons with Long Beach, and his output had declined but he 
was still a productive regular. In 2039 he collected his 2000th career hit, 1000th career run and 400th career homer. After the season, he became a 
free agent for the second time. 

The New Orleans Crawdads signed him to a two year deal and inserted him into their regular lineup. The 2040 season was a late career
resurgence for CarGo, with 42 homers and 99 RBI to go along with his highest WAR (4.9) since 2034. He'd play full time for the Crawdads again in 
2041 before departing for free agency once more and joining the Charlotte Cougars for the 2042 season. By now, he was a shell of himself in the 
field and primarily was the Cougars' designated hitter, hitting several milestones along the way (2500th hit, 500th career homers). 

Right before Spring Training 2043, the Cougars granted the veteran and his fans one final wish by trading him back to the Surfers for a third tour, 
this time a farewell tour. While the statistics were dismal in 2043, no one cared. CarGo was home. He'd retire after the season and began a 
coaching career with the Long Beach organization.

All-Star Games: 2030, 2031, 2033, 2034, 2040

Silk Award: 2031 / Puckett Award: 2030, 2031, 2034, 2040

75% of Votes




